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SIXTH  ANNIVERSARY 


OF  THE 


The  Sixth  Annual  Meeting  (  since  its  re-organization  )  of  the 
New  York  State  Temperance  Society  convened  pursuant  to  pre¬ 
vious  notice,  on  Thursday,  June  16th,  in  the  St.  John’s  Methodist 
Church,  Rochester. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Hermon 
Camp,  Esq.,  of  Tompkins  County. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lord,  of  Wyoming. 

J.  T.  Hazen  of  Albany,  Recording  Secretary  of  the  Society, 
officiated  as  Scribe. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Luckey,  a  committee  was  appoint¬ 
ed  to  make  arrangements  for  public  meetings  this  and  to-morrow 
evenings. 

The  chair  appointed  Rev.  J.  Mandeville,  Samuel  Chipman, 
and  Dr.  Allen. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Luckey  a  committee  on  credentials,  consist¬ 
ing  of  the  following  persons,  was  appointed: — 

Dr.  Luckey,  E.  B.  Day,  Esq.,  Dr.  J.  Miller,  Rev.  D.  H.  Hamil¬ 
ton,  J.  J.  Chambers. 

Enquiry  having  been  made  as  to  who  might  properly  be  en¬ 
rolled  as  delegates,  it  was  on  motion: 

Resolved ,  That  all  gentlemen  present,  acting  in  good  faith  for 
the  Maine  Law,  be  regarded  as  delegates,  and  authorized,  as  such, 
to  participate  in  the  business  of  the  meeting. 
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The  Annual  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  then  call¬ 
ed  for,  and  read  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  W.  H,  Burleigh, 
Esq. 

On  motion,  the  Report  was  accepted. 

The  chair  appointed  the  following  as  a  Business  Committee: 

W.  H.  Burleigh,  Albany;  A.  Champion,  Esq.,  Rochester;  0. 
Teall,  Esq.,  Syracuse;  Rev.  Mr.  Lord,  of  Wyoming  Co. ;  Rev.  D. 
H.  Hamilton,  Tompkins;  Hon.  John  Miller,  Cortland;  H.  S. 
McCollum,  Albion,  Orleans  Co.;  J.  T.  Hildreth,  Brooklyn;  S. 
Chipman,  Rochester. 

On  motion,  the  Society  adjourned  to-half  past  two  o’clock. 

Afternoon  Session. 

The  Society  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chambers,  the  Business  Committee  had  re¬ 
ferred  to  them  the  subject  of  the  nomination  of  officers. 

The  Chairman  called  upon  persons  present  to  give  an  account 
of  the  state  of  Temperance  in  the  different  sections  of  the  State, 
and  the  call  was  responded  to,  by  several  gentlemen,  in  brief  but 
interesting  statements  of  the  progress,  demands,  and  present  at¬ 
titude  of  the  cause;  after  which  the  Business  Committee,  by 
Wm.  H.  Burleigh,  their  Chairman,  reported  the  following  re¬ 
solutions,  together  with  a  letter  from  E.  C.  Delavan,  Esq: 

Resolved ,  That  the  circumstances  under  which  we  meet — the 
general  revival  of  the  temperance  sentiment  throughout  the  State 
and  Union  —  the  absolute  unanimity  of  purpose  that  characterizes 
its  friends  —  and  other,  and  most  gratifying  tokens  of  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  the  cause  we  love  —  demand  our  devout  recognition  of 
the  hand  of  God  in  this  work,  and  our  heartfelt  thanksgivings  to 
His  name. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  passage  by  the  Honorable  Senate  of  this 
Commonwealth  of  a  bill  prohibitory  of  the  Liquor  Traffic,  in¬ 
volving  the  essentia]  principles  of  the  Maine  Law,  we  hail  as  an 
indication  of  the  advancing  public  sentiment  of  the  State,  as 
honorable  to  the  immortal  seventeen  who  recorded  their  names 
in  the  affirmative,  and  as  a  promise  of  the  ultimate,  if  not 
speedy  redemption  of  our  State  from  its  long  vassalage  to  the 
Rum-Power. 

3.  Resolved,  That  we  respectfully  ask  of  the  House,  before  it 
shall  adjourn,  to  concur  in  the  action  of  the  Senate;  and  if  the 
bill  passed  by  the  latter  shall  thus  become  the  law  of  the  State, 
we  pledge  ourselves,  to  the  utmost  of  our  ability,  to  sustain  it ; 
but  should  the  Legislature  adjourn  without  giving  us  the  great  boon 
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we  crave,  then  we  pledge  ourselves  individually,  and  earnestly  re¬ 
commend  to  the  friends  of  Temperance  universally,  to  make  the 
question  of  Prohibition  the  issue  at  the  ballot-box  in  November 
next,  and  forever  thereafter  till  our  object  is  attained,  and  to 
vote  for  no  man  to  exercise  the  law-making  function,  who  is  not 
ready  to  grant  us  the  legislation  which  good  morals  and  sound 
policy  alike  demand  for  the  outlawry  of  the  liquor  traffic. 

The  Committee  also  recommended  that  the  following  letter 
from  Edward  C.  Delavan,  Esq.,  be  read  to  the  Society,  and 
published  with  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting. 

LETTER  FROM  E.  C.  DELAVAN,  ESQ. 

Ballston  Center ,  June  13,  1853. 

Dear  Sir: — I  have  this  moment  received  your  favor  of  the 
10th,  and  have  only  time  to  make  a  very  hasty  reply.  You  only 
do  me  justice  when  you  say  that,  I  “  have  only  yielded  upon 
thorough  investigation  of  the  merits  of  the  Maine  Law,  not  from  any 
blind  impulse,  but  intelligently  and  as  a  matter  of  conscience .”  I 
have  never  been  opposed  to  the  Maine  Law  as  a  general  principle, 
but  I  was  fearful  that  some  of  its  features  might  not  stand  the 
final  test.  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  basis  being 
right,  the  structure  in  due  time  can  be  made  to  correspond.  For 
several  years  past,  duties  of  public,  as  well  as  of  private  nature, 
have  rendered  it  out  of  my  power  to  give  to  the  cause  of  Tem¬ 
perance  the  same  amount  of  thought  and  personal  effort,  which  I 
had  been  enabled  to  give  to  it  during  the  previous  fifteen  years 
of  my  life,  and  I  had  thought,  too,  that  my  mission  was  about 
accomplished.  The  press,  under  God,  had  been  my  great  instru¬ 
ment.  I  had  been  sustained  in  the  circulation  of  near  20,000,000 
publications,  in  which  were  fully  discussed,  and  I  believe  satis¬ 
factorily  settled,  all  the  great  principles  on  which  the  cause  now 
rests,  except  the  one  now  under  consideration.  I  have  felt,  too, 
that  there  were  now  so  many  laborers  in  the  field,  the  young  as  well 
as  middle-aged,  that  the  old  and  worn  out  advocates  might  profit 
ably  give  place  to  them.  Still  there  never  has  been  a  day  that  our 
great  and  noble  cause  has  not  had  its  appropriate  place  in  my 
thoughts  and  my  prayers.  After  due  reflection,  and  after  giving 
to  the  present  great  movement  all  the  consideration  I  could,  I 
have  been  impelled  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  cause  itself,  as  well 
as  to  the  millions  now  engaged  in  it,  to  give  to  this  movement 
my  cordial  approval  and  support. 
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Many  object  to  the  Maine  Law,  only  under  the  belief  that  it 
can  not  be  executed.  The  question  to  be  decided  should  be :  Is 
the  law  right  and  just  in  itself?  If  this  inquiry  can  be  answered 
in  the  affirmative  and  by  a  fair  majority  of  voters,  the  question 
of  carrying  out  may  be  safely  left  to  take  care  of  itself  when  the 
day  of  trial  arrives.  Many  express  the  opinion  that  an  attempt 
to  carry  out  the  law  now  before  the  people  of  the  State,  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  would  be  resisted.  This  may  be  true.  Re¬ 
sistance,  if  offered,  must,  and  doubtless  will,  be  put  down  in  a 
lawful  manner.  Must  we  take  it  for  granted  that  the  Rum 
Power  is  more  potential  than  the  law  of  the  land?  Let  it  be 
remembered  that  this  Power  now  sends  (it  is  estimated)  to 
untimely  graves  full  fifteen  thousand  of  the  citizens  of  this  State 
yearly,  and  fifty  thousand  in  the  Union  within  the  same  period. 
Our  forefathers  periled  everything  for  liberty;  the  victory  we 
have  before  us,  would,  in  its  results  on  the  world,  quite  overtop 
the  great  achievement  of  our  forefathers,  as  great  as  it  was. 

Should  the  city  of  New  York,  or  Albany,  or  any  other  section 
of  the  State,  permit  the  law,  if  passed,  to  remain  a  dead  letter, 
the}r  would  reap  a  rich  harvest  of  drunkards,  and  enjoy  a  vast 
increase  of  crime,  pauperism  and  taxation,  as  the  natural  reward 
of  such  inaction ;  for  the  drunkards  would  either  reform,  or  flee 
from  the  purified  districts,  and  find  a  sanctuary  for  indulgence 
within  the  limits  of  those  places  where  the  sale  of  Rum  was 
continued.  I  have  no  fears  with  regard  to  ultimate  victory  even 
in  the  city  of  New  York.  Let  murders,  and  crime,  and  taxation 
go  on,  and  increase  there,  as  they  would  to  a  most  fearful  extent 
if  the  law  is  not  respected,  and  the  time  would  not  be  distant 
'when  that  great  and  glorious  city  would  be  aroused,  and  by  one 
mighty,  moral,  combined  effort,  break  her  fetters,  and  thus  ter¬ 
minate  countless  woes  and  millions  of  taxation,  and  full  three- 
fourths  of  all  the  poverty  that  now  exists.  There  is  a  moral 
power  in  the  city  of  New  York,  as  we  all  know,  when  once  called 
into  action,  fully  equal  to  any  necessity  that  may  arise,  to  put 
down  corruption  and  fraud ;  and  is  not  the  liquor  trade  one  of  the 
most  monstrous  frauds  and  impositions  knowm  in  the  world’s 
history?  The  dealers  would  answer  "Yes,”  should  they  answer 
truly.  Suppose  only  ten  per  cent,  of  all  the  bank  bills  in  the 
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country  were  ascertained  to  be  counterfeit,  and  if  no  remedy  for 
the  evil  could  be  found  by  the  banks  would  not  they  be  at  once 
prohibited  from  issuing  any  more  paper  dollars,  and  the  country 
be  compelled  to  fall  back  on  a  pure  specie  circulation  ?  Contrast 
the  counterfeiter  and  vender  of  spurious  money  (who  is  sent  to 
the  State  Prison  if  detected)  with  the  counterfeiter  and  vender 
of  adulterated,  intoxicating  liquors  to  be  used  as  a  beverage  by 
the  people,  and  where  rests  the  proportion  of  crime?  One  robs 
us  of  our  money  only;  the  other  of  our  money,  our  health, 
reputation,  our  lives,  and,  in  a  vast  many  cases,  of  our  immortal 
souls. 

Should  the  law  now  before  the  Legislature  pass,  as  I  trust  it 
will,  it  should  not  be  permitted  to  remain  a  dead  letter  any  where. 
Strong  organizations  of  leading  individuals  in  each  town  and 
ward  in  the  State  should  be  formed,  determined  at  even7-  hazard 
to  see  that  the  majesty  of  the  law  be  respected.  The  Rum  Power 
can  only  stand  while  the  friends  of  Temperance  act  singly,  but 
when  they  act  as  one  man,  their  combined  influence  will  be  too 
much  even  for  the  Rum  Power,  as  potent  a  combination  as  it  is. 
It  is  a  great  thing  to  be  on  the  right  side  in  any  contest ;  those 
on  that  side  are  sure  to  win  if  faithful  and  true  to  their  cause. 

Let  this  great  victory  be  once  achieved,  and  even  the  dealers 
who  now  look  upon  us  as  enemies  (while  in  fact  we  are  their 
best  friends)  will,  when  freed  from  their  present  disreputable 
and  most  demoralizing  calling,  and  entering  into  pursuits  not  to 
curse,  but  benefit  and  bless  their  families  and  mankind,  be  among 
the  foremost  to  cry  —  Victory! 

It  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  attend  the  Convention  at 
Rochester,  but  engagements  of  a  character  not  to  be  avoided, 
must  prevent  me  this  gratification ;  but  my  heart  and  good  wishes 
as  well  as  my  sympathies  will  be  there,  and  I  doubt  not  }'our 
proceedings  will  be  of  a  character  to  secure  the  approbation  of 
the  wise  and  good  of  all  parties  and  denominations. 

To  bring  about  a  greater  union  of  feeling  you  will  only  have  to 
extend  your  present  plans  of  distributing  light.  Every  family  in 
the  State  should  be  visited  time  and  again,  with  well-prepared 
documents;  organizations  should  be  completed  to  accomplish  it. 
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This  great  victory  can  not  be  won,  without  the  people,  en  masse , 
can  have  their  minds  fully  disabused  of  prejudice,  and  enlight¬ 
ened  by  truth. 

This  momentous  question  should  be  brought  home  to  every 
hearth,  and  there  settled.  In  the  retirement  of  the  family  circle 
those  arguments  which  your  publications  furnish,  will  be  fully 
discussed.  The  right  and  the  wrong  will  be  considered,  and  the 
il  still  small  voice  ”  will  always  he  present  to  take  the  side  of 
right . 

I  have  ever  been  opposed  to  the  formation  of  a  Temperance 
party  in  politics,  if  we  could  possibly  accomplish  our  great  object 
without  it.  We  want  to  secure  the  good  will  of  both  the  great 
parties  which  divide  the  State ;  and  I  think  we  can.  The  friends 
of  Temperance  may  at  any  time  elect  friends  enough  to  the 
Legislature  of  this  State,  and  thus  by  holding  the  balance  of 
power,  compel  such  legislation  as  they  want.  But  I  have  no 
confidence  in  the  durability  of  such  legislation;  what  we  want 
is  the  voice  of  the  people  fully  expressed  through  their  delegates 
of  both  parties. 

With  these  very  hasty  and  undigested  thoughts,  I  am,  my  Dear 
Sir,  Truly  Yours, 

EDWARD  C.  DELAVAN. 

Wm.  H.  Burleigh,  Esq.,  Cor.  Sec .,  Sec. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted.  The  resolutions 
were  adopted  unanimously,  and  the  letter  of  Mr.  Delavan 
was  ordered  published  with  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting. 

The  Treasurer,  Wm.  McElroy,  submitted  his  report. 

On  motion,  it  was  referred  to  an  auditing  committee,  consist¬ 
ing  of  Messrs.  Chambers,  of  Westchester,  Bryan,  of  Rochester, 
and  Dr.  Allen,  of  Honeoye.  Pending  this  motion  considerable 
discussion  was  elicited  b}r  different  speakers,  upon  the  subject  of 
State  Agencies. 

The  Business  Committee  reported  the  following  nominations 
for  officers  of  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year: 

President— EDWARD  C.  DELAVAN. 
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Vice  Presidents — 

Hon.  Bradford  R.  Wood, 
Dr.  John  Miller, 

Laban  Hoskins,  Esq., 
Gen.  John  J.  Knox, 

R.  N.  Havens  Esq., 


of  Albany 


“  Cortland. 
“  Cayuga. 

“  Oneida. 


“  New  York. 


Executive  Committee — Rev.  Dr.  H.  Mandeville,  Hon.  Reuben 
H.  Walworth,  John  0.  Cole,  Esq.,  Rev.  Dr.  Wyckoff,  Dr.  B. 
P.  Staats,  Wm.  Richardson,  Edgar  B.  Day. 

Treasurer — Wm.  McElroy,  Albany. 

The  Committee  also  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  prefaced  by  some  remarks  from  the  Chairman  upon  the 
efficiency  of  the  late  President,  who  had  declined  another  elec¬ 
tion: 

Resolved ,  That  the  Hon.  Hermon  Camp,  in  retiring  from  the 
Presidency  of  this  Society,  which  he  has  filled  for  two  years  past 
with  so  much  honor  to  himself  and  efficiency  to  the  cause,  by  his 
untiring  labor  and  generous  liberality  in  the  dissemination  of  our 
principles,  carries  with  him  our  highest  commendation ;  together 
with  our  earnest  prayers  for  his  continued  usefulness  in  this  and 
his  final  reward  in  another  and  a  better  world. 

The  resolution  was  put  by  Dr.  Miller,  one  of  the  Vice  Pre¬ 
sidents,  and  was  enthusiastically  adopted,  by  a  rising  vote. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chambers,  the  officers  reported  by  the  Busi¬ 
ness  Committee  were  unanimously  elected. 

Mr.  Camp,  being  about  to  resign  the  chair  to  one  of  the  Vice 
Presidents,  was,  on  motion,  requested  to  retain  his  office  till  the 
close  of  the  Annual  Meeting. 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  Society  adjourned  to  Friday  morning  at  9 
o'clock. 

[The  evening  was  devoted  to  a  public  meeting,  Hon.  Hermon 
Camp,  presiding. 

Wm.  H.  Burleigh,  Esq.,  of  Albany,  was  the  principal  speaker. 
His  theme  was  the  necessity  of  a  prohibitory  law  as  the  only 
human  instrumentality  that  can  secure  the  permanent  reformation 
of  the  inebriate,  or  deliver  our  land  from  the  curse  and  ruin  of 
intemperance.  His  remarks,  which  were  calculated  to  carry  con¬ 
viction  to  every  intelligent  mind,  were  listened  to  with  the  most 
earnest  attention.] 
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Friday  Morning,  June  17th. 

The  Society  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  in  the  tern- 
porary  absence  of  the  President,  E.  B.  Day,  Esq.,  of  Catskill,  was 
called  to  the  chair. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  D.  H.  Hamilton,  of  Tompkins. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 

Rev.  Dr.  Luckey  moved  that  the  article  in  the  Constitution 
which  prescribes  the  number  of  the  Executive  Committee,  be 
altered  by  striking  out  the  word  “  seven,”  and  inserting  the  word 
“nine;”  which  was  adopted,  and  the  names  of  Hon.  H.  Camp,  of 
Tompkins,  and  Hon.  Bradford  R.  Wood,  of  Albany,  were  added 
to  the  Committee. 

The  Committee  on  auditing  the  Treasurer’s  Report,  reported 
that  they  had  examined  the  same  and  found  it  correct.  Report 
accepted  and  committee  discharged. 

On  motion,  a  committee  consisting  of  Dr.  S.  LucKEy,  Wm.  H. 
Burleigh,  and  J.  J.  Chambers  were  appointed  for  the  purpose 
of  presenting  a  system  of  finance  and  labor,  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Executive  Committee  who  subsequently  presented  the 
following 

R  E  P  O  R  T. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  financial 
and  other  agencies  to  be  employed  by  the  State  Society,  having 
given  to  the  matter  such  attention  as  they  could  bestow  upon  it, 
unanimously  recommend  the  adoption  by  the  Society  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Resolution : 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  respectfully  submit  to  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  the  propriety  of  a  revision,  with  a  view  to  its 
improvement,  of  our  whole  system  of  finance  and  agencies — in  a 
manner  that  shall  embrace  among  others  the  following  features : 

1.  The  employment  of  such  general  agencies  as  the  Committee 
may  in  their  wisdom  deem  necessary. 

2.  The  recommending  and  securing  as  far  as  possible,  the 
organization  of  County  Societies,  the  employment  by  them  of 
County  agencies,  and  the  general  supervision,  through  committees 
or  otherwise,  of  all  the  local  interests  connected  with  Temper¬ 
ance  in  the  County — and  especially  the  systematic  distribution 
of  tract1*  and  other  temperance  publications;  thus  creating  or  in¬ 
creasing  a  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  temperance,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  of  the  prohibition  of  the  liquor  traffic  by  law. 

The  report  was  accepted.  Adjourned  to  two  o’clock. 
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Afternoon  Session. 

The  Society  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Mr.  Camp, 
who  entertained  the  Convention  with  interesting  remarks  upon 
the  subject  of  the  distribution  of  tracts.  He  urged  the  subject 
with  much  earnestness  and  illustrated  its  effectiveness  by  ex¬ 
amples  that  had  fallen  under  his  own  observation.  His  remarks 
were  eminently  practical,  and  well  calculated  to  produce  a 
general  conviction  of  the  importance  of  the  measure  which  he 
advocated. 

W.  H.  Burleigh  suggested,  in  this  connection,  that  as  the 
Annual  Report  had  been  adopted  and  ordered  published,  it  would 
be  well  to  supply  the  Committee  with  the  means  of  publishing 
and  circulating  it,  as  the  treasury  was  already  overdrawn  to  the 
amount  of  several  hundred  dollars. 

Mr.  Camp  concurred  in  this  suggestion,  but  "would  add  to  it 
that  funds  be  raised  not  only  for  printing  a  large  edition  of  the 
Report,  but  also  for  liquidating  the  entire  indebtedness  of  the 
Society.  Whereupon,  the  following  persons  pledged  the  sums 
annexed  to  their  names: 

Pledges  for  printing  the  Annual  Report ,  and  liquidating  the  debt 


of  the  Society. 

H.  Camp  for  Tompkins  Co., .  $50*00 

Arvin  Rice,  Hannibal,  Oswego  Co., .  25*00 

E.  B.  Day,  Greene  Co., .  25  00 

J.  J.  Chambers,  Peekskill,  Westchester  Co., .  25*00 

Wm.  McElroy,  Albany, .  50*00 

H.  Camp,  for  Monroe.,  . . .  50*00 

John  T.  Hildreth,  Kings, . . .  25*00 

A.  Scovill,  Lockport,  Niagara  Co., .  25*00 

L.  A.  Baker,  Morgansville,  Genesee.  Co., .  25*00 

Cha’s  Zarey  Hoinski,  New  York,  .  25*00 


Total .  $325*00 


The  Report  of  the  Special  Committee  upon  financial  and  other 
agencies,  presented  at  the  morning  session,  was  after  full  consider¬ 
ation  unanimously  adopted. 

Rev.  D.  H.  Hamilton  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted: 

Resolved ,  That,  themselves  being  judges,  the  first  duty  of  clergy¬ 
men  is  to  labor  for  the  conversion  of  souls,  and  that  the  selling 
of  liquor  for  drinking  purposes,  and  the  existence  of  houses  for 
drinking  purposes,  stand  directly  in  the  way  of  the  conversion  of 
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souls.  Therefore,  we  respectfully  suggest  that  it  is  within  the 
legitimate  duties  of  any  minister  of  the  Gospel  to  lecture  on 
Temperance,  and  to  aid  in  furnishing  temperance  tracts,  and  to 
vote  for  a  law  prohibiting  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  as  a 
beverage;  and  that  it  is  the  duty,  as  it  should  be  the  pleasure,  of 
all  editors  to  strenuously  advocate  the  passage  of  a  prohibitory 
law. 

As  a  public  meeting,  for  addresses,  had  been  advertised  for  the 
evening,  some  discussion  ensued  as  to  whether  the  society 
should  adjourn  to  meet  at  time,  or  sine  die ,  but  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  its  appropriate  business  was  completed,  a  motion  for 

adjournment  without  day  prevailed. 

HERMON  CAMP,  President . 

J.  T.  Hazen,  Secretary . 


REPORT. 


In  presenting  their  accustomed  Annual  Report  of  the  labors  of 
the  State  Society  as  connected  with  the  History  of  the  Temper¬ 
ance  Enterprise  for  the  past  year,  the  Executive  Committee  would 
gratefully  recognize  the  hand  of  God  in  the  manifold  indications  of 
progress  which  that  History  presents;  while  they  congratulate 
their  fellow-laborers  on  the  present  aspects  of  the  cause.  These 
are  indeed  full  of  promise,  and  well  calculated  to  stimulate  us  to 
new  exertions.  No  intelligent  observer  can  have  failed  to  note 
the  general  revival  of  the  temperance  interest  throughout  the 
land,  the  unity  of  purpose  that  characterises  its  friends  and  the 
steady  growth,  in  the  public  mind,  of  the  conviction  that  only 
through  the  operation  of  the  prohibitory  principle,  impressed  upon 
our  legislation,  can  the  wide-spread  evils  of  intemperance  receive 
an  effectual  check,  and  our  beneficent  enterprise  be  carried  for¬ 
ward  to  its  coveted  consummation. 

The  good  seed  sown  in  other  years  fell  not  wholly  upon 
sterile  soil.  It  is  even  now  springing  up  to  cover  the  waste 
places  of  our  land  with  verdure,  and  to  prophesy  of  the  coming 
harvest  which  shall  bless  us  with  its  abundance.  The  new  hopes 
of  the  friends  of  temperance  have  given  a  new  impulse  to  their 
activities.  Wherever  the  story  of  the  redemption  of  a  sister 
State  from  the  thraldom  of  the  Rum  Fiend  has  penetrated  and 
gained  the  credence  which  it  deserves,  it  has  been  like  the  blast  of 
a  clarion  to  a  sleeping  host,  startling  them  from  their  slumbers 
and  pouring  through  their  souls  the  energy  of  a  strong  confidence 
and  a  vital  purpose,  while  the  apathy  that  was  born  of  despair 
is  displaced  by  a  faith  that  is  eager  for  the  conflict,  through  whose 
smoke  and  turmoil  it  discerns  the  victory. 

The  Committee  have  not  been  unmindful  of  the  responsibilities 
which  this  condition  of  things  has  devolved  upon  them ;  but  have 
endeavored  faithfully  to  adapt  their  labors  to  the  existing  demands 
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of  the  cause  —  to  stimulate  this  awakened  interest  wherever 
found ;  to  awaken  it  where  it  was  not ;  and  to  direct,  so  far  as 
possible,  the  entire  temperance  sentiment  of  the  community,  to 
one  purpose  —  the  utter  outlawry  and  ultimate  annihilation  of 
the  traffic  in  intoxicating  beverages.  If  they  have  accomplished 
less  than  they  desired,  it  has  not  been  for  the  want  of  a  will,  but  be¬ 
cause  the  means  at  their  command  have  never  been  equal  to  the 
necessities  of  their  enterprise.  But  these  means,  limited  as 
they  are,  the  Committee  believe  have  been  made  more  than  usually 
available  during  the  past  year,  to  the  furtherance  of  their  mission. 
Nor  do  they  regard  the  amount  of  money  expended,  as  the  fair 
measure  of  the  good  that  has  been  accomplished.  Happily,  the 
latter  has  greatly  exceeded  what  we  had  a  right  to  anticipate 
from  the  former.  The  public  mind  (with  some  local  exceptions) 
has  been  unusually  eager  for  information  upon  this  subject,  and 
unusually  prompt  in  drawing  correct  inferences  from  the  facts 
and  reasonings  spread  before  them.  Thousands  who,  a  year  ago, 
stood  in  an  attitude  of  hostility  to  our  cause,  are  now  its  friends, 
and  unite  their  voices  with  ours  in  the  demand  for  a  prohibitory 
law.  Through  its  lecturers  and  through  its  tracts,  the  State 
Society  has  borne  its  part  in  this  gradual  revolution  of  public 
sentiment.  In  speaking  of  our  own  labors  we  cordially  recognize 
those  of  other  associations,  and  earestly  desire  to  cultivate  frater¬ 
nal  relations  with  every  division  of  the  temperance  host:  that, 
as  we  are  one  in  purpose  so  also  may  we  be  one  in  heart  —  kindly 
affectioned  one  to  another  —  a  brotherhood  in  righteousness. 

AGENTS. 

The  following  lecturing  agents  have  been  in  the  field,  on 
behalf  of  the  State  Society,  during  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the 
past  year,  viz :  Rev.  Messrs.  Myers,  Gregg,  Crampton,  Cross,  Kings¬ 
bury,  Dr.  Chauncey  Brown,  Horace  A.  Reach,  Esq.,  and  the 
Corresponding  Secretary.  Mr.  Gregg  resigned  his  agency,  after 
a  brief  service,  to  enter  into  the  employ  of  the  American  Tem¬ 
perance  Union,  and  Mr.  Crampton,  upon  the  expiration  of  his 
engagement  with  the  Committee,  also  became  an  agent  of  the 
Union:  thus  the  services  of  two  efficient  lecturers  were  lost  to 
the  Society,  and  partially  to  the  State,  though  not  to  the  cause, 
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whose  interests  are  one  and  whose  aim  is  every  where  the  same. 
Rev.  Mr.  Myers  has  been  in  the  field  throughout  the  year,  laboring 
with  his  usual  efficiency,  acceptability  and  success.  He  has 
confined  himself,  for  the  most  part,  to  the  River  Counties ;  one 
month  he  labored  in  Queens  County,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Countv  Societv. 

Mr.  Cross  has  been  employed  by  the  Committee  for  the  most 
of  the  vear.  but  has  recentlv  tendered  his  resignation,  which  wag 
accepted,  and  he  is  therefore  no  longer  an  agent  of  the  Society. 
During  the  period  of  his  agency  he  lectured  extensively  in  Central 
and  Western  New  York,  and  not  only  by  public  addresses,  but 
also  through  the  medium  of  the  press,  as  an  essayist  ;  by  the 
circulation  of  tracts;  and  by  personal  conversation,  especially 
with  clergymen  and  private  Christians,  labored  most  assiduously 
for  the  promotion  of  right  views  and  right  action  in  relation  to 
our  enterprise. 

Mr.  Kingsbury,  has  given  to  the  work  only  such  intervals  as 
could  be  snatched  from  the  pressure  of  pastoral  duties ;  and 

Messrs.  Brown  aud  Keach.  have  been  but  recentlv  commissioned 
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as  agents  of  the  Society.  The  former  has  labored  in  Green  and 
Schoharie  Counties;  the  latter  in  North  Eastern  New  York. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  has  given  less  of  his  time  than 
usual  to  lecturing,  the  Committee  having  devolved  upon  him  the 
charge  and  the  work  of  the  office,  the  superintendence  of  the 
Tract  Department,  in  addition  to  the  general  correspondence  of 
the  Society.  Still  he  has  found  time  to  visit  various  points  of 
interest,  from  Buffalo  to  New  York  city,  addressing  County  Con¬ 
ventions,  ecclesiastical  bodies,  &c.,  with  a  view  to  induce  such 
combined  and  general  action,  from  Christians  and  from  politicians, 
as  might  secure  for  our  State  the  speedy  enactment  of  a  pro¬ 
hibitory  law. 

We  regret  to  say  that  this  department  of  our  enterprise,  the 
Lecturing  Agency,  has  been  less  complete  and  efficient  than  we 
could  desire.  We  have  no  complaints  to  make  of  those  who 
have  been  in  our  employ;  so  far  as  we  are  advised  they  have 
labored  faithfully,  according  to  their  ability;  but  the  number  of 
agents  in  the  State  is  altogether  below  the  demands  of  the  cause; 
while  we  have  found  it  so  difficult  as  to  be  well-nigh  impracti* 


cable,  to  obtain  men,  in  all  respects  qualified  for  the  work,  who 
are  willing  to  devote  themselves  to  its  onerous  and  responsible 
duties. 

We  would  not  unduly  estimate  this  instrumentality,  nor  claim 
for  it  a  superiority  over  others;  but  if  long  observation  and 
experience  have  taught  us  anything,  it  is  that  the  living  voice 
can  not  be  dispensed  with,  in  a  great  reformatory  movement  like 
ours,  without  serious  detriment  to  the  cause.  Not  unfrequently, 
masses  of  men  are  more  powerfully  swayed  and  more  permanently 
affected  by  appeals  of  the  orator,  than  they  could  be  by  any 
other  human  influence.  An  argument  often  seems  more  cogent, 
an  illustration  more  pertinent,  a  simple  statement  of  fact  even, 
more  significant  heard  from  the  lips  of  the  earnest  speaker,  than 
they  could  be,  while  addressing  the  eye  alone  from  the  silent 
page,  no  matter  with  what  opulence  of  rhetoric,  or  lucidity  of 
reasoning.  Besides,  we  are  eminently  a  speech-making  and  a 
speech-hearing  people.  The  public  taste  demands  the  lecture ; 
no  matter  what  the  topic,  literary,  religious,  political,  or  moral, 
it  must  be  presented,  illustrated  and  commended  to  popular 
approval,  from  the  pulpit  and  the  platform.  So  long  as  this 
demand  exists,  it  would  be  worse  than  folly,  it  would  be  ab¬ 
solutely  suicidal,  for  the  moral  reformer  not  to  accede  to  it.  He 
might,  indeed,  do  much  in  other  ways,  especially  through  the 
multiform  issues  of  the  press;  but  neglecting  this  instrumentality, 
he  would  be  justly  chargable  with  that  indifference  which  refuses 
to  study  the  adaptation  of  means  to  ends,  or  with  that  folly  which 
rejects  the  staff  of  accomplishment,  and  hobbles  impotently 
backward,  while  dreaming  all  the  while  of  progression. 

In  our  opinion,  the  lecturing  force  of  the  Society  should  be  in¬ 
creased  to  such  an  extent  as  will  ensure  to  every  County  in  the 
State  a  thorough  annual  canvass  by  a  competent  agent,  who,  in 
addition  to  his  labors  as  lecturer,  should  see  that  the  County, 
with  its  towns  and  school  districts,  is  thoroughly  organized,  with 
special  reference  to  the  systematic  circulation  of  papers  and 
tracts,  and  the  combining  of  the  temperance  strength  at  the  bal¬ 
lot-box,  so  as  to  obtain  the  prohibitory  legislation  which  we  de¬ 
mand.  Till  this  is  done,  even  if  we  should  succeed  in  wringing 
from  the  hands  of  our  reluctant  law-makers  a  satisfactory  statute, 
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we  have  no  right  to  expect  that  enlightened,  conscientious,  moral 
sentiment  which  will,  every  where',  ensure  its  efficient  execution, 
to  the  utter  extirpation  of  the  iniquitous  traffic.  It  is  true  that 
we  need  a  prohibitory  law  to  aid  us  in  the  work  of  educating  the 
people;  but  it  is  also  true  that  a  preliminary  work  is  to  be  done; 
and  that  the  efficiency  of  such  a  law.  nay,  its  continued  existence 
even,  depends  upon  the  thoroughness  with  which  this  preliminary 
work  is  done.  Let  temperance  men  determine,  then,  upon  the 
use  of  such  instrumentalities  (and  enough  of  them)  as  shall  secure 
the  thorough  organization  of  the  State,  and  through  such  organ¬ 
ization,  the  thorough  enlightenment  of  the  public  mind,  and 
arousing  of  the  public  conscience,  and  through  the  action  which 
these  beget,  the  enactment  and  enforcement  of  a  law  which  shall 
brand  the  liquor-traffic  as  a  crime  against  the  peace  and  dignity 
of  the  State,  to  be  scouted,  and  scourged,  and  rendered  as 
infamous  in  name  as  it  is  in  reality. 

OUR  TRACT  DEPARTMENT. 

During  the  past  year,  this  branch  of  our  enterprise  has 
seemed  to  demand,  and  has  received  from  the  Committee, 
more  than  usual  attention.  Recognizing  the  necessity  of 
adapting  our  tracts  to  the  exigencies  of  the  Cause,  and  of 
furnishing  them  at  a  price  which  should  bring  them  within 
the  means  of  the  million,  the  Committee,  after  a  full  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  subject,  ventured  upon  the  experiment  of 
becoming  themselves  the  publishers,  instead  of  continuing  as 
heretofore  purchasers  of  tracts  for  general  circulation.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  the  Secretary,  under  their  direction,  prepared  a  series  of 
tracts,  adapted  to  meet  the  existing  demands  of  our  Enterprise. 
A  number  of  these  were  written  expressly  for  the  Committee; 
others  are  reprints,  and  others  still  abridgments  of  works  which, 
in  their  original  form,  were  too  extended  to  be  embraced  in  a 
plan  of  publication,  the  leading  features  of  which  were  brevity 
and  cheapness. 

Since  last  autumn  the  Committee  have  issued  eleven  varieties 

of  Tracts;  eight  of  these  are  of  four  pages  each;  two  of  eight 

pages  each ;  and  one  of  sixteen.  The  latter  contains  a  condensed 

report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Semi  Annual  Meeting  of  the 

Society  held  in  Albany,  in  January  last,  together  with  the  ex* 
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cellent  Address  delivered  on  that  occasion,  by  our  respected 
President,  Hermon  Camp.  Esq.  Ten  of  these  tracts  have  been 
stereotyped  and  the  plates  are  now  the  property  of  the  Society. 
Considering  the  rapidity  with  which  copies  may  be  multiplied, 
the  merely  nominal  price  at  which  they  are  furnished,  and  the 
facilities  for  their  circulation  through  our  present  cheap  postage 
system,  as  well  as  their  adaptation  to  the  end  we  have  in  view,  we 
feel  sanguine  in  the  belief  that  these  unobtrusive  advocates  of 
righteousness  will  be  welcomed  to  tens  of  thousands  of  families 

in  our  State,  and  exert  no  inconsiderable  influence  in  preparing 

\ 

the  public  mind  for  the  reception  and  enforcement  of  prohibitory 
statutes. 

In  this  connection  we  can  not  forbear  to  commend  to  the  im¬ 
itation  of  the  friends  of  Temperance  throughout  the  State,  the 
example  of  Mr.  Camp,  the  President  of  the  State  Society.  At 
his  own  expense,  and  under  his  own  supervision,  every  family 
in  the  County  of  his  residence  (Tompkins)  has  been  supplied 
month ty  during  the  year,  with  temperance  tracts,  the  most  of 
which  have  been  obtained  by  him  from  the  Society’s  office  in 
Albany.  The  results  of  this  tract  circulation,  have  justified  the 
liberality  that  supplied  the  means,  and  the  energy  that  made 
them  available  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  work.  Referring 
to  these  results  in  a  letter  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  Mr. 
Camp  says:  “  Last  Spring,  but  one  Temperance  Supervisor  was 
elected  in  the  County,  and  he  not  on  a  distinct  Temperance  and 
Anti-Temperance  issue.  Now ,  we  have  just  elected  seven  Temper¬ 
ance  (anti-license)  Supervisors  out  of  ten ,  the  whole  number  in 
the  County ;  and  the  other  three  towns  gave  a  large  number  of 
Temperance  votes and  of  them,  Hector  came  within  ten  votes 
of  success,  running  too  their  candidates  against  two  other  tickets.” 
In  reference  to  the  agency  through  which  this  revolution  was 
accomplished,  Mr.  Camp  says:  “  The  cheering  results  may  be 
ascribed  in  a  great  measure  to  the  liberal  distribution  of  your 
good  Temperance  Tracts,  to  every  family  in  the  County .”  He 
also  adds,  and  we  wish  that  his  suggestion  might  be  generally  and 
generously  acted  upon:  “  I  hope  and  trust  that  there  are  a  num¬ 
ber  of  good  men  in  every  County,  who  are  both  able  and  willing 
to  furnish  gratuitously  every  family  with  one  or  more  of  your 
good  and  cheap  Tracts  monthly  throughout  the  ensuing  summer 


19 


and  fall;  and  also  to  procure  the  publication  by  their  respective 
County  presses  of  such  temperance  documents  as  are  best  calcu¬ 
lated  to  educate  the  public  mind,  and  indoctrinate  the  public  heart 
in  the  principles  and  policy  of  total  abstinence  from  intoxicating 
drinks,  and  the  necessity  and  righteousness  of  a  protective  pro¬ 
hibitory  law.”  We  can  not  doubt  that,  were  this  suggestion  acted 
upon,  the  results  would  be  as  happy  throughout  the  State,  as  it  has 
been  in  Tompkins  County.  The  opinion  of  Mr.  Delavan,  we 
are  happy  to  add,  is  concurrent  with  this.  In  a  recent  letter  to 
the  Corresponding  Secretary,  he  says :  “  What  the  State  wants,  is 
a  complete  organization  of  Counties,  Towns,  and  School  Districts 
for  one  single  purpose,  to  place  in  each  family  a  series  of  Tracts 
to  be  perused  at  the  fireside.  I  do  believe  four  or  five  powerful 
documents,  got  up  with  great  care,  each  of  about  twelve  pages, 
and  to  contain  the  pith  of  the  whole  matter,  placed  in  each 
family  in  the  State,  would  carry  the  State  with  an  overwhelming 
vote — a  vote  so  great  that  the  minority  would  quail  before  it.  To 
do  this  as  it  should  be  done,  would  require  about  $25,000.  Once 
such  an  effort  would  not  have  appalled  them,”  &c.,  &c. 

Did  the  limits  of  this  Report  permit  of  our  doing  so,  we  could 
quote  from  a  multitude  of  letters  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Society,  the  testimony  of  working  temperance  mien,  in  this,  and 
in  other  States,  to  the  value  of  our  svstem  of  tract  distribution, 
and  of  the  tracts  published  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee. 
But  to  do  so.  would  swell  this  document  bevond  reasonable 
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bounds.  We  therefore  take  leave  of  this  topic  with  the  single 
remark  that,  thus  far,  the  practical  results  of  our  tract  enterprise 
have  vindicated  the  judgment  that  adopted  it;  and  with  the 
recommendation  to  our  friends  throughout  the  State  to  increase  its 
efficiency  and  widen  the  circle  of  its  influence,  by  such  expend¬ 
itures  of  time  and  money  as  may  be  requisite  to  supply  every 
family  within  our  borders  with  these  silent  preachers  of  temper¬ 
ance,  whose  ministry,  not  unfrequently,  like  that  of  the  “still, 
small  voice,”  subdues  the  heart  that  had  turned  coldly  and 
carelessly  away  from  the  fire  of  the  orator’s  eloquence,  and  the 
storm  of  the  zealot’s  denunciation. 

OTHER  PUBLICATIONS,  &c. 

Soon  after  our  last  Annual  Meeting,  an  account  of  its  proceed* 
ings,  together  with  the  Report  presented  by  the  Secretary,  and 
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other  interesting  matter,  was  published  in  a  large  octavo  pamphlet 
of  48  pages,  and  sent  gratuitously  to  editors,  clergymen,  life- 
members,  and  other  prominent  friends  of  temperance. 

The  Committee  also,  on  the  first  of  October,  issued  an  “  Address 
to  the  People  of  the  State,”  in  reference  to  their  political  duties 
and  responsibilities,  which  was  widely  circulated  among  the 
electors,  penetrating  into  almost  every  county  in  the  State,  and, 
we  trust,  not  altogether  without  its  desired  influence.  Several 
numbers  of  a  small  paper  have  also  been  issued  by  the  Committee, 
during  the  year,  the  object  of  which  has  been  to  furnish,  to  all 
friendly  newspaper  publishers,  articles  on  various  topics  of 
interest  connected  with  our  enterprise,  for  transference  to  their 
respective  journals,  thus  obtaining  for  them  a  wider  publicity 
than  could  be  secured  in  almost  any  other  way.  Our  thanks  are 
due  to  those  editors  who  seconded  this  design  —  but  we  regret  to 
say  that  the  great  body  of  the  political  press  neither  complied 
with  our  request,  nor  in  any  way  incurred  the  risk  of  giving 
countenance  to  our  demand  for  prohibitory  legislation.  In  this 
respect,  they  have  left  a  wide  margin  for  improvement,  which  we 
trust  they  will  industriously  fill  up  during  the  coming  year. 

ECCLESIASTICAL  ACTION. 

A  short '  time  prior  to  the  Annual  Convention  of  our 
various  religious  societies,  the  Committee  instructed  the 
Corresponding  Secretary  “to  address  the  several  ecclesiastical 
bodies  about  to  meet  in  different  parts  of  the  State,  and 
respectfully  request  them  to  take  such  action  as  shall  seem, 
in  their  judgment,  best  fitted  to  advance  generally  the  cause  of 
Temperance,  and  to  secure  especially  the  adoption  of  the  Maine 
Law  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  at  its  next  annual  session.” 
This  duty  was  performed  by  addressing  a  circular,  embodying  the 
resolution  of  the  Committee,  to  the  various  Presbyteries,  Synods, 
Associations,  Conferences,  Conventions  and  Classes,  throughout 
the  State,  so  far  as  the  same  were  known  to  the  Corresponding 
Secretary.  How  generally  this  request  was  complied  with,  the 
Committee  are  not  able  to  say ;  but  it  was  responded  to  by  many 
of  the  religious  bodies  to  whom  it  was  addressed  in  the  adoption 
of  hkh-toned  resolutions,  distinctly  affirming  the  great  principles 
for  which  we  contend;  the  immorality  of  the  liquor  traffic;  the, 
right  of  the  people  to  protection  from  its  mischiefs,  and  the  duty 


21 


of  the  law-making  power  to  prohibit  it,  under  adequate  pains  and 
penalties.  These  expressions  of  opinion  we  regard  as  most  signi¬ 
ficant  of  the  position  maintained  by  the  religious  influences  of  our 
State,  in  the  prevailing  conflict  with  the  Rum  Power.  With 
inconsiderable  exceptions,  the  testimony  of  the  organized  church, 
including  the  several  denominations,  is  clear,  distinct,  and  em¬ 
phatic,  against  the  agencies  promotive  of  intemperance,  and 
especially  in  denunciation  of  the  traffic  in  intoxicating  beverages. 
The  question  of  its  utter  prohibition,  as  presented  in  the  grand 
experiment  of  Maine,  is  comparatively  new  to  them ;  but  apply¬ 
ing  to  it  well  settled  principles,  the  ethics  of  the  word  of  God, 
His  ministers  have  not  been  long  in  coming  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  is  right ,  and  if  right,  therefore  expedient ;  and  have  given  utter¬ 
ance  to  this  conviction,  with  great  earnestness  and  effect,  both 
through  the  pulpit  and  the  press,  in  their  individual,  and  in  their 
associated  capacity.  This  is  only  wffiat  we  had  a  right  to  expect, 
for  of  all  the  causes  that  hinder  the  World's  Evangelization  and 
ruin  the  souls  of  men,  there  is  none  more  active,  more  virulent, 
more  potential,  than  Intemperance;  the  mother- vice,  whose  pro¬ 
geny  are  legion,  swarming  in  all  our  cities  and  villages,  and  along 
our  public  thoroughfares ;  and  in  disrupted  social  ties ,  and  violated 
laws,  and  desecrated  Sabbaths,  and  abounding  profligacy,  and  ab¬ 
horrent  crime,  manifesting  their  parent's  proclivity  to  all  evil  and 
antagonism  to  all  good.  Surely  the  church  that  can  be  indifferent 
to  the  progress  of  the  temperance  enterprise,  or  unwilling  to  give  it 
a  helping  hand,  must  be  strangely  blind  to  its  own  well  being, 
and  strangely  oblivious  of  its  own  sublime  and  holy  mission. 

No  such  heavy  accusation,  we  are  happy  to  believe,  can  be  justly 
brought  against  the  church,  as  a  body.  There  are  undoubtedly 
individual  instances,  both  in  its  ministry  and  membership,  of 
indifference,  and  even  hostility,  to  our  cause.  But  these  are  ex¬ 
ceptional  cases ;  the  more  noteworthy,  because  exceptional.  Its 
influence,  on  the  whole,  is  actively  on  the  side  of  sobriety,  and  the 
moral  well-being  of  the  community :  and  its  position,  on  the  whole, 
is  in  the  very  van  of  the  army  of  Temperance.  We  derive  no 
little  encouragement  from  this  fact,  and  hail  it  as  an  augury  of 
success.  From  thousands  of  pulpits,  and  from  tens  of  thousands 
of  domestic  altars,  prayers  are  continually  ascending  for  our  suc¬ 
cess;  and  the  effectual  fervent  prayer  of  the  righteous  shall 
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prevail.  But  the  grog  shops  have  no  such  auxiliaries  as  these. 
Who  prays  for  their'  continued  domination  ?  Who,  for  the  triumph 
of  their  evil  mission?  Not  the  drunkard,  nor  his  sad-hearted 
wife,  ror  his  more  than  orphaned  child.  Not  the  Christian,  nor 
the  moralist,  nor  the  patriot.  Not  the  trafficker  himself,  for  even 
he  would  shrink  from  asking  the  blessing  of  God  upon  his  impi¬ 
ous  vocation. 

SEMI-ANNUAL  MEETING. 

As  a  general  publicity  has  already  been  given  to  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  our  Semi-Annual  Meeting,  held  in  the  city  of  Albany 
on  the  18th  and  19th  of  January  last,  a  brief  reference  to  it 
will  be  all  that  is  necessary  in  this  Report.  The  meeting  was 
large,  enthusiastic,  and,  in  its  results,  harmonious.  Resolutions 
were  unanimously  adopted,  affirming  the  impolicy  and  immorality 
of  the  liquor  traffic;  the  right  of  the  people  to  demand,  and  the 
duty  of  the  Legislature  to  grant,  a  law  prohibiting  that  traffic; 
the  paramount  importance  of  this  question  to  all  ordinary  politi¬ 
cal  issues,  and  our  determination  to  regard  avowed  adhesion  to 
the  principle  of  prohibition,  on  the  part  of  candidates  for  the 
Legislature,  as  indispensable  to  our  suffrages ;  and  finally  declaring 
that,  should  the  Legislature  adjourn  without  having  enacted  the 
desired  law,  it  would  then  “  be  the  right  and  duty  of  the  friends 
of  Temperance  in  each  Senatorial  and  Assembly  district,  to  com¬ 
bine  their  influence  in  some  efficient  manner,  and  make  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  Temperance  the  Maine  issue  in  the  election  of  the  next 
Legislature.”  This  is  high  ground,  but  it  seems  to  usthat  no¬ 
thing  below  this  is  tenable.  If  we  are  right  in  our  premises;  if 
intemperance  be  the  God-accursed  and  man-destroying  thing  we 
affirm  it  to  be;  if  the  traffic  in  intoxicating  beverages  is  inevita¬ 
bly  promotive  of  intemperance ;  if  our  present  laws  shield  that 
traffic,  and  give  it  a  demoniac  vitality;  then,  manifestly,  the 
ravages  of  intemperance  are  to  be  stayed  by  the  suppression  of 
the  traffic;  the  traffic  is  to  be  suppressed  by  a  reformation  in  our 
laws ;  and  our  laws  are  to  be  reformed  by  men  recognizing  the 
necessity  of  the  work  desired,  and  ready  to  do  it.  Such  men,  and 
such  only,  can  receive  the  suffrages  of  the  consistent  and  intelli¬ 
gent  friends  of  temperance. 

OUR  WORK  PROGRESSIVE. 

It  may,  indeed,  be  said  that  the  originators  of  our 
enterprise  did  not  contemplate  political  action.  Probably 
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they  did  not.  But  what  then?  New  circumstances  teach 
new  duties.  In  the  beginning  of  this  conflict,  it  was  not 
possible  adequately  to  measure  all  the  influences  that  sustained 
the  system  of  intemperance.  These  were  successively  developed 
as  we  proceeded  in  our  work.  Ignorance  was,  apparently,  the 
strons:  fortress  of  the  destroyer,  and  therefore  ismorance  was  first 
to  be  earnestly  assailed.  Men,  almost  uni vei sally,  drank  intoxi- 
eating  liquors,  because  they  kneic  no  better.  The  drinking  cus¬ 
toms  of  society  had  been  handed  down  from  generation  to 
generation,  and  acquiesced  in  by  all  classes  of  society,  without  a 
question,  and  with  scarcely  a  doubt  of  their  propriety.  Even 
were  a  doubt  occasionally  felt,  it  required  a  bold  spirit  to  embody 
it  in  words.  xMost  men  distrust  their  own  judgment,  when  it 
dares  to  impeach  the  wisdom  of  their  fathers;  and  even  when 
this  is  not  the  case,  their  utterance  is  restrained  by  prudential 
considerations.  We,  at  this  day,  can  scarcely  appreciate  that  rare 
moral  courage  which  impelled  the  fathers  of  the  temperance  en¬ 
terprise  to  their  great  and  arduous  work.  Indeed,  it  was  some¬ 
thing  more  and  better  than  what  we  ordinarily  term  moral 
courage.  It  was  Christian  heroism :  that  heroism  which  takes 
not  counsel  of  the  shifting  expediencies  of  the  world,  but  inquiring 
earnestly  what  God  would  have  it  to  do,  follows  the  light  given  in 
answer  to  prayer,  no  matter  over  what  difficulties  or  through 
what  trials  it  may  lead.  Of  all  systems  of  religion  that  have 
ever  influenced  the  minds  of  men,  Christianity  only  could  have 
given  birth  to  the  Temperance  Reformation.  To  be  a  pioneer  in 
this  cause  involved  so  many  sacrifices  of  ease,  of  reputation,  of 
emolument,  of  friendships;  it  subjected  one  to  so  many  annoyan¬ 
ces,  to  loss  of  caste,  to  imputations  of  fanaticism,  to  the  rancorous 
hate  of  the  malevolent,  and  (sadder  to  be  borne)  the  mournful 
pity  of  friends;  in  one  word,  it  demanded  such  utter  abnegation 
of  self  and  such  entire  consecration  to  the  right  because  it  is  right, 
that  only  those  who  had  been  baptised  into  the  spirit  of  Christ, 
were  prepared  thus  to  risk  all  that  most  men  prize  as  the  principal 
good,  for  the  sake  of  their  fellow  men.  Such  were,  indeed,  the 
fathers  of  the  reformation.  They  labored,  and  we  have  entered 
into  their  labors.  Let  us  prosecute  our  work  in  the  same  spirit 
of  faith  and  self  denial,  and  heroic  courage,  which  they  exhibited, 
and  never  despair  of  victory  while  truth  is  abroad  in  the  earth,  or 
God  is  upon  his  throne. 
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The  ignorance  which  opposed  itself  to  our  progress  in  the 
beginning  of  this  enterprise,  is  no  longer  the  formidable  barrier 
that  it  was.  It  has  melted  away  before  an  ever-advancing  know¬ 
ledge.  But  appetite  and  avarice,  and  the  greed  of  power,  yet 
remain.  These  are  to  be  subdued;  but  the  tactics  which  availed 
in  the  earlier  days  of  the  Reform,  will  not  avail  us  now.  Experi¬ 
ence  has  taught  us  the  necessity  of  a  change.  Not  that  we 
propose  to  lay  down  the  older  weapons  of  our  warfare  —  to 
relinquish  the  pledge — to  give  up  our  organizations  —  and  to 
discard  moral  suasion ;  these  may  still  be  useful  in  their  place ; 
but,  in  addition  to  these  we  invoke  the  aid  of  the  ballot-box;  we 
insist  upon  the  purification  of  our  politics ;  we  demand  that  the 
iniquitous  Liquor  Traffic  shall  no  longer  receive  a  factitious 
sanctity  from  legislation;  and  thus  be  made,  by  the  force  of  law, 
an  institution  of  the  country,  and  its  agents  clothed  with  authori¬ 
ty,  and  certificated  as  men  of  pure  morality,  by  Legislatures,  Courts 
of  Judicature,  Boards  of  Excise,  and  all  sorts  of  municipal  digni¬ 
taries. 

PROHIBITION  OF  DRUNKENNESS. 

Experience  has  demonstrated  what  might  readily  have  been  de¬ 
duced  from  our  knowledge  of  the  properties  of  alcoholic  beverages 
— that  the  continuance  of  the  Liquor  Traffic  is  utterly  incom¬ 
patible  with  the  prevalence  of  temperance,  and  the  thrift  and 
virtue  which  are  its  attendants. 

Drunkenness,  to  a  greater  or  less  degree,  is  indissolubly  linked 
with  the  traffic.  We  appeal  to  the  records  of  the  past,  we  appeal 
to  the  facts  of  the  present,  for  confirmation  of  the  verity  of  this 
assertion.  So  manifestly  true  is  this,  that  we  can  not  regard  the 
question  of  license  as  simply  a  question  of  sale  or  no  sale ;  but  as 
involving  in  its  issue  the  growth  of  immortal  men  in  virtue,  or 
their  debasement  in  vice;  the  peace  of  families;  the  safety  of 
community;  the  thrift,  the  usefulness,  the  honor,  the  health,  and 
the  happiness  of  multitudes  of  our  fellow-citizens,  who  are  already 
struggling  in  the  vortex  of  the  whirlpool,  or,  unconscious  of  dan¬ 
ger,  are  circling  around  its  outer  edge,  their  velocity  and  their 
peril  increasing  with  every  gyration. 

We  protest  against  the  wanton  waste  of  property,  inseparable 
from  this  traffic — wasted  by  the  recklessness  born  of  inebriety ; 
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by  the  incendiarism  nursed  into  atiendish  ubiquity  in  the  hot-bed 
of  the  grog-shop;  by  the  insanity,  partial  and  temporary,  or  com¬ 
plete  and  hopeless,  which  follows  ever  in  the  wake  of  drunken¬ 
ness.  We  protest  against  the  onerous  taxation  to  which  the  in¬ 
dustrial  portions  of  community  are  subjected,  in  consequence  of 
this  traffic.  We  protest  against  the  mortgage  which  it  lays  upon 
every  acre  of  our  soil;  upon  every  implement  of  our  industry.' 
upon  every  product  of  our  labor  or  of  our  skill;  upon  all  our  natu¬ 
ral  resources,  all  our  creative  energies,  all  our  public  or  individual 
enterprises.  To  tax  us,  as  we  are  taxed,  for  the  benefit  of  poison- 
sellers,  when  we  protest  indignantly  against  their  business,  and 
wash  our  hands  of  its  unholy  gains,  is  the  climax  of  meanness, 
and  the  essence  of  injustice.  We  have  a  right  to  demand  better 
treatment  at  the  hands  of  the  Government :  and  Government  is 
bound,  by  every  consideration  of  justice  and  policy,  to  protect  our 
rights  and  interests — the  rights  and  interests  of  the  entire  com¬ 
munity — from  the  ruthless  assault  made  upon  them  by  this  in¬ 
iquitous  and  anomalous  business. 

We  protest  against  its  ruinous  consequences  to  the  public  health* 
its  wanton  disregard  of  human  life;  and  its  war  upon  all 
the  sentiments  of  virtue  and  all  the  principles  of  morality. 
Government  is  bound  to  listen  to  this  protest,  and  to  give  us,  not 
redress  for  the  injuries  already  inflicted,  for  that  is  impossible; 
but  security  against  their  repetition. 

OUR  DEMAND  REASONABLE. 

Our  demand  for  a  prohibitory  law  we  rest  upon  these  con¬ 
ceded  facts  and  principles: 

1.  The  liquor  traffic  aggravates  and  increases,  if  it  does  not 
directly  create,  the  prevailing  intemperance  of  the  land. 

2.  Intemperance,  by  inflaming  passion,  dethroning  reason, 
perverting  or  utterly  destroying  the  moral  sentiments,  leads 
almost  certainly  to  the  commission  of  crime;  and  even  where 
actual  crime,  as  adjudged  by  the  statute  law,  is  not  the  result, 
vices  and  immoralities  that  shock  by  their  malignity  or  deprave 
by  their  influence  are  its  continual  and  inevitable  fruits. 

3.  Poverty,  disease,  a  thousand  forms  of  wretchedness,  ruin  to 
character,  ruin  to  children,  peril  to  society,  and  the  premature 


death  of  tens  of  thousands  every  year,  are  also  among  the  results 
of  intemperance,  too  multiplied  to  be  overlooked;  too  palpable 
to  be  ignored ;  too  terrible  to  be  regarded  with  indifference. 

These  are  facts.  What  relation  Government  sustains  to  them, 
may  be  seen  by  a  moment’s  consideration  of  the  following  pro¬ 
positions,  each  of  which  it  will  be  observed  involves  a  prin¬ 
ciple  : 

1.  Government  owes  protection  to  a  country's  industry ,  and  is 
bound  to  guard,  with  jealous  care,  the  property-rights  of  the 
subject. 

2.  Government  is  under  obligation  to  secure,  so  far  as  may 
be,  bv  all  necessary  sanitary  regulations,  the  public  health. 

3.  Government  is  under  obligation  to  provide  for  the  personal 
safety  of  the  individual. 

4.  It  is  the  further  duty  of  Government,  to  conserve  (so  far  as 
it  can  do  so  without  interfering  with  the  rights  of  conscience)  the 
public  morality. 

Or.  to  resolve  all  of  these  propositions  into  one:  Government 
is  instituted  for  the  conservation  of  those  rights  that  appertain  to 
the  property,  morality,  health  and  personal  safety  of  the  subject. 
It  exists  for  this:  and  derives  its  right  to  be  from  its  faithful  per¬ 
formance  of  this  duty.  Nearly  all  the  laws  upon  our  statute  books 
are  a  recognition  of  this  obligation. 

Now  we  submit,  for  the  consideration  of  candid  and  intelligent 
minds,  that  there  is  a  manifest  incongruity  between  the  facts  just 
stated  and  these  universally  conceded  principles.  Are  the  prin¬ 
ciples  false?  No.  Has  Government  no  ability  to  reduce  them 
to  practice?  We  can  not  admit  it.  And  yet  it  is  notorious  that 
the  industry  of  thousands  is  paralyzed;  that  property,  in  un¬ 
counted  millions,  is  destroyed;  that  disease,  in  its  most  terrific 
forms,  is  sent  upon  its  mission  of  desolation;  that  vice  and  immo¬ 
rality  and  crime,  defile,  dishonor,  and  curse  the  land,  and  that 
riots,  assaults,  rapes,  robberies,  homicides,  and  murders,  are 
perpetrated  with  a  frightful  frequency,  in  consequence,  and 
as  the  natural  fruits,  of  a  system  established,  guarded,  cher¬ 
ished  and  protected  by  Government  itself!  Thus  is  the  very 
foundation  principle  upon  which  the  civil  edifice  is  erected,  prac¬ 
tically  ignored ;  a  principle  which  makes  our  institutions  vital, 
and  whose  continued  recognition  is  essential  to  redeem  nations 
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from  the  torpor  of  despotism  on  the  one  hand,  or  from  the  curse 
of  anarchy  on  the  other. 

The  liquor-traffic  can  not  co-exist  with  the  practical  recognition 
of  this  principle.  It  is  an  usurper,  opposing,  thwarting,  and  de¬ 
nying  all  righteous  governmental  authority.  Either  it  has  no 
right  to  be,  or  Government  has  no  right  to  be.  Talk  of  prohibi¬ 
tion  being  unconstitutional!  Ridiculous!  Nothing  less  can  be  con¬ 
stitutional;  for  nothing  less  harmonizes  with  the  purpose  of 
Government;  and  whatever  is  antagonistic  to  its  purpose,  must  of 
necessity,  be  antagonistic  to  its  Constitution.  In  view  of  these 
principles,  we  unhesitatingly  arraign  the  Liquor  Traffic  as  not 
only  subversive  of  our  interests,  and  in  conflict  with  our  civil 
institutions,  but,  from  the  inherent  viciousness  of  its  nature,  capa¬ 
ble  of  sustaining  no  relation  to  Government  but  that  of  an  oppo¬ 
sing  force,  whose  utter  destruction  is  an  indispensable  pre-requisite 
to  the  fulfillment  by  Government,  of  its  beneficent  mission. 

We  might,  indeed,  rest  the  argument  for  the  constitutionality  of 
prohibition,  on  the  already  recorded  adjudications  of  the  Supreme 
Court;  and  this  would  probably  be  sufficient  for  all  practical 
purposes;  but,  aside  from  these,  we  thought  it  might  be  well  to 
show,  from  the  nature  and  design  of  Government,  and  the  sources 
of  its  sanctions,  both  legal  and  moral,  the  utter  impregnableness 
of  the  position  of  the  friends  of  prohibitory  legislation.  We  are 
right,  not  because  judicial  decisions  sustain  us ,  but  we  are  sus¬ 
tained  by  them,  because  we  are  right. 

Yet  we  are  conscious  that  a  great  work  is  still  to  be  done,  to 
bring  the  entire  educated  mind  of  the  country  up  to  this  high  and 
tenable  position.  We  see,  however,  no  cause  for  despondency,  but 
much  for  encouragement.  The  past  year  has  been  a  year  of  pro¬ 
gress,  not  in  our  own  State  only,  but  throughout  the  Union.  The 
“Maine  Law  agitation”  has  become  wTell-nigh  universal.  There 
has  certainly  been  no  period  in  the  history  of  our  cause,  for  years, 
when  so  much  of  unanimity,  in  feeling  and  in  purpose,  character¬ 
ized  its  friends.  It  is  no  longer,  “  lo!  here;”  and  “  lo!  there;” 
but  all  eyes  are  directed  to  one  point;  all  hearts  are  stirred  by  one 
great  impulse;  all  voices  give  utterance  to  one  demand;  “  The 
Maine  Law!  Protection!  Prohibition /”  We  know  not  of  a  tem¬ 
perance  paper  in  the  Union  that  withholds  itself  from  this  demand. 
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We  know  not  of  a  religious,  or  a  political  paper,  that  advocates  the 
temperance  enterprise  at  all,  that  does  not  concur  in  the  policy 
of  prohibitory  legislation.  This  absolute  unanimity  of  sentiment 
in  relation  to  measures ,  is  a  strange  thing  in  the  history  of  this 
reform,  and  we  hail  it  as  an  augury  of  good.  It  has  resulted  from 
the  pressure  of  necessity.  The  utter  futility  of  all  attempts  to 
regulate,  by  license  laws,  a  traffic  that  is  an  anomaly  in  the  com¬ 
mercial  world,  warring  against  all  the  interests  of  society,  and 
even  devouring  its  own  offspring,  has  become  glaringly  evident  to 
the  most  obtuse  intellect;  and  no  true,  sincere,  intelligent  friend 
of  temperance  has  any  hope  in,  or  feels  any  respect  for,  such  a 
system ;  a  system  whose  practical  mischiefs  constitute  the  most 
signiffcant  commentary  upon  the  ethical  absurdity  which  it  involves; 
a  system  under  vi  hose  fostering  care  drunkenness  has  grown  into 
the  overshadowing  crime  of  the  land. 

The  universal  repudiation,  on  the  part  of  temperance  men,  of 
the  absurd  and  immoral  license  system,  is,  in  itself,  a  triumph 
full  of  significance,  and  we  accept  it  as  a  prophecy  of  better  tri¬ 
umphs  to  come. 

PROHIBITION  NOT  A  FAILURE. 

In  no  state  that  has  adopted  the  prohibitory  principle,  has  there 
been  a  retrograde  movement,  though  strenuous  efforts  have  been 
made  by  the  opponents  of  the  law,  in  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island,  to  render  it  nugatory;  in  the  former  with  partial,  in  the 
latter  with  temporary  success. 

In  Boston,  the  liquor-sellers  claimed  that  their  licenses,  given 
just  previous  to,  and  in  prospect  of  the  passage  of  the  law,  were 
in  the  nature  of  a  contract,  and  could  not  therefore  be  invalidated 
by  the  law.  Under  this  interpretation  they  have  continued  to 
defy  the  law  throughout  the  year.  Upon  the  expiration  of  these 
licenses,  the  inn  keepers  obtained  new  ones,  for  houses  of  enter¬ 
tainment,  and  now  impudently  claim  that  these  also  give  them  the 
right  to  sell  their  liquid  poisons,  notwithstanding  the  act  of  the 
Legislature.  We  can  not  doubt  that  the  friends  of  temperance  in 
Boston  will  bring  this  matter  to  the  test  of  adjudication.  They 
owe  this  to  the  cause  they  have  espoused,  to  the  legislators  who 
gave  them  the  law,  to  the  friends  of  temperance  who  are  strug¬ 
gling  in  other  States  for  its  enactment,  and  against  whom  every 
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practical  failure  in  its  enforcement,  from  whatever  cause,  is  urged 
with  a  pertinacity  that  breeds  doubt  and  discouragement  in  the 
timid,  increases  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  righteous  legislations, 
and  defers  the  hour  of  its  triumph.  We,  of  New  York,  are  vitally 
interested  in  the  thorough  enforcement  of  the  Massachusetts  law. 
To  Boston  are  our  eves  turned  with  anxious  solicitude.  Every 
triumph  which  our  friends  there  achieve,  and  every  defeat  which 
they  suffer,  has  its  reflex  influence  upon  the  Empire  State.  The 
triumph  of  the  Rum  Power  in  Boston  must,  of  necessity,  have  far- 
reaching  effects.  But,  unless  we  have  greatly  overestimated  the 
determined  spirit  of  the  friends  of  temperance,  the  liquor-sellers 
will  not  be  permitted  to  trample  upon  the  law  with  impunity. 
Its  authority  must  be  vindicated,  the  nullifiers  baffled,  and  the 
integrity  of  the  city  maintained. 

We  are  glad  to  add  that  throughout  the  rural  districts  of  the 
state  the  law  is  very  generally  executed,  and  its  effects  are  seen  in 
the  diminution  of  rowdyism,  pauperism,  and  crime.  On  this 
point  the  testimony  of  magistrates,  prison-wardens,  and  others,  is 
most  clear  and  explicit. 

In  Rhode  Island,  the  law  of  1852  was  pronounced  unconstitu¬ 
tional,  in  certain  particulars,  by  Judge  Curtis  of  the  U.  S.  Circuit 
^Court.  Previous  to  this  decision,  it  had  been  generally  enforced 
and  had  operated  most  beneficially  in  the  diminution  of  drunken¬ 
ness,  and  the  crimes  to  which  it  leads.  But  this  adverse  decision 
again  opened  the  flood-gates  of  ruin  upon  the  people,  and  was 
hailed  with  the  most  noisy  demonstrations  of  joy  by  the  liquor- 
sellers  and  their  confederates.  The  friends  of  Temperance  how¬ 
ever  were  not  thus  to  be  baffled.  They  saw  that  no  really  vital 
principle  of  their  law  had  been  assailed  by  the  decision  of  Judge 
Curtis;  and  besieged  the  Legislature  with  petitions  for  a  new  bill, 
that,  while  it  should  avoid  the  technical  difficulties  that  had  vitia¬ 
ted  the  old  one,  should  retain  the  prohibitory  principle.  The 
Legislature  responded  by  the  passage  of  an  act  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  friends  of  temperance,  but  with  a  proviso  submitting 
it  to  the  people  for  confirmation  or  rejection  on  the  day  of  their 
annual  election;  and  the  people,  by  a  large  majority  adopted  the 
law.  If  this  triumph,  doubly  won,  proves  but  a  barren  one  to  the 
friends  of  temperance,  the  fault  is  not  theirs,  nor  does  it  attach 
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to  the  prohibitory  principle  itself.  They  have  at  least  demon¬ 
strated  that  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  desire  the  law.  While, 
however,  its  friends  were  intent  upon  obtaining  a  popular  verdict 
in  its  favor,  and  directed  their  energies  to  this  point,  its  enemies, 
by  a  sort  of  political  legerdemain,  managed  to  foist  their  own 
creatures  into  the  executive  offices;  so  that  this  singular  state 
of  things  now  presents  itself  in  Rhode  Island;  a  temperance  law 
adopted  by  the  people,  and  anti-temperance  officers  to  vindicate 
it  in  its  execution.  The  result  will  be  foreseen.  These  tools 
of  the  Rum  Power,  evidently,  do  not  regard  perjury  as  among 
the  capital  sins.  True  to  their  evil  instincts,  and  true  to  the 
Interest  that  elected  them,  they  are  alike  false  to  their  oath, 
and  false  to  every  principle  of  humanity.  The  people  have 
not  been  vanquished,  but  simply  cheated.  The  Rum  Power 
has  not  won  a  victory,  but  perpetrated  a  stupendous  fraud. 
This  will  avail  it  nothing  in  the  end.  Rhode  Island  will 
retain  her  prohibitory  law,  and  secure  its  rigid  execution. 
Another  popular  election,  we  fearlessly  predict,  will  rectify  past 
mistakes,  and  demonstrate  that  the  virtuous  purpose  of  the 
people  is  not  to  be  baffled  by  dishonest  and  perjured  officials. 

In  our  last  Report  we  congratulated  Minnesota  upon  her  adop¬ 
tion  of  the  “Maine  Law.”  We  regret  to  say  that  she  has  not 
been  able  to  retain  it,  but  it  has  been  wrested  from  her  by  a  judicial 
decision,  pronouncing  it  unconstitutional,  on  the  ground,  if  we  mis¬ 
take  not,  that  the  people  to  whom  the  law  was  submitted  for 
approval  and  by  whom  it  was  emphatically  ratified,  have  no 
legislative  function,  the  government  of  the  Territory  being  vested 
in  the  United  States.  The  ground  of  the  objection  if  we  rightly 
apprehended  it.  would  be  removed  by  the  Territory  becoming  a 
State.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  loss  of  the  law  did  not  result  from 
its  non-inforcement,  nor  does  it  indicate  any  change  in  the  public 
sentiment  that  demanded,  enacted,  and  confirmed  it;  and  we  are 
confident  that  when  this  flourishing  Territory  shall  take  her 
appropriate  position  in  the  sisterhood  of  States,  she  will  also  add 
4  her  name  to  those  who  place  the  brand  of  outlawry  upon  the 
'^traffic  in  intoxicating  beverages.  Till  then,  if  her  hardy  pioneers 
^are  compelled  to  wait,  let  them  wait  hopefully,  while  they  labor 
diligently  and  faithfully. 
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In  Maine,  the  law  gains  new  adherents  every  month,  as  time 
demonstrates  its  admirable  adaptation  to  the  end  it  has  in  view. 
No  one  dreams  of  its  repeal  as  a  possibility  even.  No  party  dare 
go  into  an  election  upon  that  issue.  During  the  past  year,  it  has 
been  amended  in  some  particulars,  so  as  to  render  it  still  more 
stringent  and  effective ;  and  most  admirably  is  it  performing  its 
beneficent  mission.  In  the  terse  language  of  Neal  Dow,  “  it  has 
become  an  institution.”  “As  soon,”  says  he,  “would  the  State 
abolish  its  Common  School  system,  as  repeal  its  law  prohibiting 
the  liquor  traffic.” 

But  there  has  been  not  only  no  retrogression  in  this  great 
movement,  but  a  positive  and  most  gratifying  advance.  Vermont 
has  taken  her  position  in  the  line  of  Maine  Law  States,  since  the 
last  Annual  Meeting  of  our  Society,  and  in  no  State  is  the  law 
more  rigorously  enforced,  or  more  generally  complied  with. 

And  it  is  worthy  of  special  remark,  that  the  Vermont  law  is 
the  most  stringent  prohibitory  statute  yet  enacted;  and  that  in 
its  most  stringent  features  it  has,  upon  a  case  of  appeal,  been 
pronounced  constitutional  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State. 

Rapidly,  with  little  excitement,  with  scarcely  any  resistance, 
and  with  a  thoroughness  that  disappoints  its  enemies  no  less  than 
it  gratifies  its  friends,  it  is  doing  its  work. 

Of  the  New  England  States,  New  Hampshire  and  Connecticut 
alone  refuse  to  adopt  the  prohibitory  principle,  though  they  seem 
to  be  steadily  approximating  to  it,  and  its  friends  are  sanguine  in 
the  belief  that  it  must  ere  long  prevail. 

Indeed,  the  indications  of  progress,  throughout  the  Union,  are 
of  a  truly  gratifying  character,  and  justify  the  hope  that  the  policy 
that  this  Society  has  for  years  commended  to  public  acceptance, 
must  ultimately,  and  not  remotely,  prevail.  Before  this  Report 
shall  go  to  press,  we  trust  we  shall  be  able  to  record  another 
triumph  of  the  prohibitory  principle.  Michigan,  through  her 
Legislature,  has  referred  the  question  to  the  people  for  their  de¬ 
cision  on  the  20th  of  the  present  month.  The  people,  we  predict, 
will  decide  that  the  poison-traffic  shall  cease ;  a  few  days,  however, 
will  either  bring  us  the  disappointment  that  waits  upon  hope 
deferred,  or  resolve  our  prophecy  into  history.* 

*  It  is  history.  While  these  pages  are  passing  through  the  press,  the  news 
comes  to  us  that  Michigan  has  sustained  her  prohibitory  law  by  a  majority  of 
not  less  than  ttventy  thousand  !  This  far  exceeds  our  most  sanguine  expecta¬ 
tions. 
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Wisconsin  is  following  in  the  steps  of  Michigan.  By  her  Le¬ 
gislature  she  has  passed  a  similar  act,  which  is  to  be  submitted 
to  the  people  for  ratification.  It  passed  the  Assembly,  June  25th, 
1853,  by  a  vote  of  40  to  12.  The  Senate  concurred;  by  what 
majority,  we  do  not  learn. 

In  looking  over  our  own  State,  we  certainly  see  no  cause  for 
despondency.  Not  that  we  are  ignorant  of  the  gigantic  energy 
and  the  almost  measureless  resources  of  the  enemy  with  which 
we  have  dared  to  grapple,  nor  that  we  have  any  hope  that  he 
will  let  the  battle  go  against  him  bv  default,  or  intermit  his  efforts 
to  render  his  supremacy  interminable.  But  the  increasing  con¬ 
viction  that  the  traffic  is  hostile  to  every  vital  interest  of  Society, 
and  the  very  instinct  of  self-preservation,  are  in  active  antagonism 
to  the  Rum  Power.  There  are  positive  forces,  and  their  steady, 
continuous,  and  auguinenting  pressure,  as  noiseless  as  it  may  seem, 
has  in  it  the  irresistibility  of  fate-  As  well  may  the  liquor-sellers 
attempt  to  annul  the  laws  of  gravitation,  as  to  shield  their 
business  from  the  crushing  weight  of  this  cumulative  pressure. 
They  may,  indeed,  temporarily  evade  it,  in  this  direction,  or  in 
that ;  but,  rolled  back  to  day,  it  advances  with  increased  propul¬ 
sion  to-morrow;  like  the  slow,  solemn,  inevitable  swell  of  the 
Ocean,  that  spurns,  in  its  calm  strength,  all  fetters  that  would 
bind  it,  and  all  impediments  that  would  stay  it  from  the  accom¬ 
plishment  of  its  mission. 

Our  correspondence  with  every  portion  of  the  State  gives  us 
the  fullest  assurance  that  the  prohibitory  principle  gains  daily 
accessions  of  strength  from  all  classes  of  society.  Not  among 
the  pledged  friends  of  temperance  alone:  but  many  who  use,  and 
even  some  who  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors,  on  grounds  entirely 
foreign  from  the  ethical  aspects  of  the  question,  have  become 
profoundly  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  out-lawing  the  traffic, 
and  are  now  actively  cooperating  with  this  Society  and  kindred 
associations,  for  the  accomplishment  of  that  end.  To  this  result, 
the  calm  strong  tide  of  all  truly  conservative  influences,  sets  with 
resistless  flow. 

How  near  we  may  be  to  the  attainment  of  the  legislation  de¬ 
sired,  we  will  not  attempt  to  predict.  Indications  are  not  want- 
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ing,  however,  that  we  are  nearer  to  it  than  either  the  hopes  of 
its  friends  or  the  fears  of  its  enemies  had  dared  to  prophesy. 
The  Honorable  Senate  of  our  State,  by  a  vote  of  17  to  13  has 
already  given  its  sanction  to  a  bill  that,  though  probably  imperfect 
in  some  of  its  details,  involves  the  essential  principles  for  which  we 
contend;  those  principles  which  give  vitality  and  effectiveness  to 
the  Maine  Law.  All  honor  to  these  “  immortal  seventeen”  who 
voted  for  the  bill ;  let  them  be  gratefully  remembered  by  the  friends 
of  temperance,  at  such  times  and  in  such  places,  especially,  as  re¬ 
membrance  may  be  most  serviceable  to  them.  Though  some  were 
earlier  in  the  agitation,  and  more  laboriously  active  than  others, 
we  will  not  even  seem  to  make  invidious  distinctions  by  the  spe¬ 
cial  commendation  of  some  two  or  three  to  the  omission  of 
others  who  were  in  the  final  vote.  All  deserve  the  thanks 
of  their  constituency,  for  by  that  vote  they  have  at  least 
done  something  to  relieve  themselves  and  their  fellow  citizens 
of  the  onerous  burdens  to  which  intemperance  subjects  us 
all ;  and,  worse  than  these,  the  misery  and  crime  which  it  per¬ 
petually  generates.  Whatever  may  be  the  action  of  the  House, 
concurrent  or  adverse,  this  vote  of  the  Senate  we  hail  as  a  sub¬ 
stantial  triumph,  for  it  has  given  a  new  impulse  to  the  advocates 
of  prohibition;  and  not  only  throughout  our  own  State,  but  in 
others,  it  is  exerting  a  moral  influence  in  the  right  direction, 
that  becomes  more  and  more  appreciable,  as  we  advance  in  our 
work. 

An  analysis  of  this  vote  shows,  what  we  rejoice  to  see,  that 
the  measure  has  identified  itself  with  no  political  partizanship, 
its  support  having  been  drawn  almost  equally  from  Whigs  and 
Democrats:  nine  of  the  former  and  eight  of  the  latter  voting  for 
it;  and  seven  of  the  one  and  six  of  the  other  opposing  it. 

Already  do  we  see  the  good  results  of  this  vote,  and  of  the 

discussions  in  and  out  of  the  Legislature  which  preceded  it,  in 

the  improved  tone  of  the  political  press.  Within  a  few  days 

past,  a  number  of  our  prominent  journals,  that  have  hitherto 

been  either  hostile  or  indifferent  to  prohibitory  legislation,  have 

manfully  declared  in  its  favor,  and  by  cogent  arguments  and  strong 

appeals  commended  the  subject  to  the  favorable  consideration  of 

their  readers.  Nor  is  this  advocacy  unavailing.  We  hear  of 

daily,  and  almost  hourly,  accessions  to  our  ranks.  Men,  who 
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have  been  bound  for  half  a  life  time,  in  the  thrall  of  party,  think¬ 
ing.  speaking,  acting,  only  as  their  leaders  might  allow,  start  up 
from  their  long  slavery,  and  toss  their  fetters  off  as  if  in  scorn, 
and  speak  out  bold  and  honest  words  for  the  right,  and  with  their 
free  voices  augment  the  cry  that  goes  surging  up,  multitudinously, 
from  all  our  peopled  territory,  in  continuous,  importunate  demand 
for  “  a  protective  prohibitory  law.”  We  do  not  now,  as  formerly, 
wait  for  men  to  become  abstinents  themselves  before  we  look  for 
their  advocacy  of  this  measure.  Many,  deeply  conscious  of  their 
danger,  know  that  their  only  safety  is  in  the  removal  of  tempta¬ 
tion  from  their  path.  Many?  confident  in  their  own  strength  to 
resist  the  demands  of  an  ever-growing  appetite,  would  yet  throw 
around  others,  less  favored  than  themselves,  the  safeguard  of  a 
prohibitory  law.  Even  the  better  class  of  the  liquor  dealers,  tired 
of  witnessing  the  dire  results  of  their  traffic,  nor  less  tired,  per¬ 
haps,  of  their  futile  efforts  at  self-vindication,  would  gladly  hail 
our  triumph,  and  willingly  contribute  their  suffrages  to  hasten  it 
on.  From  these  classes  are  drawn  no  inconsiderable  portion  of 
the  accessions  to  our  strength.  In  view  of  facts  like  these,  are 
we  too  sanguine  in  our  expectations  of  a  speedy  victory?  Not 
•  that  we  delude  ourselves  with  the  expectation  that  our  work  will 
be  done  when  the  desired  law  is  placed  upon  our  statute  books. 
No,  no;  no  more  than  the  mission  of  Columbus  was  accomplished 
when,  after  long  solicitation,  he  obtained  the  means  of  discover¬ 
ing  a  new  continent;  no  more  than  the  purpose  of  our  Revolu¬ 
tionary  fathers  was  achieved  when  they  stood  up  in  their  strength 
to  shake  off  the  fetters  of  colonial  dependence.  The  ships  of 
Columbus  were  the  means  (in  part)  through  which  he  sought  the 
attainment  of  a  long  cherished  purpose ;  the  Declaration  of  In¬ 
dependence,  wh^h  our  fathers  made,  was  but  a  necessary  pre¬ 
liminary  to  the  realization  of  their  great  idea.  So,  with  us,  the 
obtaining  of  a  prohibitory  law  is  but  a  means  to  an  ultimate 
end;  that  end,  the  annihilation  of  the  traffic  in  intoxicating 
beverages,  and  the  deliverance  of  our  land  from  the  curse  of  in¬ 
temperance.  Experience  has  taught  us  that  without  such  an 
instrumentality,  the  accomplishment  of  our  work  is  humanly 
impossible;  but  with  it,  we  may  hope  for  the  best  results — results 
which  shall  be  proportioned  to  the  faithfulness  with  which  we  use 
the  means  thus  placed  in  our  hands. 
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We  now  await  in  patience  and  with  more  of  hope  than  fear,  the 
action  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  Nor  will  we  disguise 
our  conviction  that  its  action  may  be  influenced,  for  good  or  for 
evil,  to  no  inconsiderable  degree,  by  the  deliberations  and  con¬ 
clusions  of  this  Annual  Meeting  of  our  society.  If  wisdom 
presides  over  our  deliberations ;  if  our  aim  is  characterized  by 
earnestness  and  simplicity;  if  we  suffer  no  disturbing  influences 
to  divert  us  from  our  great  object  of  pursuit;  and,  taking  our 
positions  cautiously  and  intelligently,  maintain  them  with  a  calm, 
yet  inflexible  resolution,  this  day,  this  meeting,  may  decide  the 
question  whether  the  liquor-traffic  shall  be  out-1  awed  by  our  pre¬ 
sent  Legislature,  or  be  protracted  indefinitely,  with  ts  uncounted 
mischiefs  and  its  accumulating  miseries.  How  solemn  the 
responsibility  that  rests  upon  us,  as  the  delegated  representatives 
of  the  Temperance  Movement  in  this  State!  May  God  impart 
wisdom  equal  to  the  emergency  in  which  we  are  placed,  and  guide 
us  to  such  measures  as  shall  honor  his  name  through  the  redemp¬ 
tion  of  our  fellows  from  the  thraldom  of  Appetite,  and  the 
deliverance  of  our  beloved  State,  and  ultimately  of  our  land  and 
the  world,  from  the  blight  and  the  curse  and  the  ruin  of  the 
Rum- Fiend. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  tracing  the  history  of  the  Temperance  Reformation  for 
the  past  year,  we  find  abundant  cause  for  thankfulness  and 
encouragement.  The  Society,  on  whose  behalf  we  have  the 
honor  to  act,  has  successfully  maintained  its  advanced  position  in 
the  Reform;  nor  can  it  be  justly  accused  of  failing  to  apprehend, 
or  adequately  to  respond  to,  the  requirements  of  our  enterprise. 
It  takes  no  position  that  is  not  clearly  demanded  by  the  necessities 
of  the  cause;  and  it  shrinks  from  no  responsibility  incident  to  the 
position  taken.  It  cherishes  the  most  catholic  spirit  towards  its 
fellow-laborers  of  every  name.  Working,  as  it  does,  for  all.  it 
heartily  works  with  all  who,  in  good  faith,  work  for  Temperance. 
Some  have,  indeed,  charged  it  with  a  desire  to  exclude  woman 
from  active  participation  in  this  enterprise.  The  charge  has  no 
foundation  in  truth.  We  recognize  woman  as  our  helper.  We 
invite  her  cooperation,  and  welcome  her  activites  in  this  behalf. 
Not  only  so ;  but  we  deprecate  most  earnestly  anything  and  every¬ 
thing  that  would  divest  her  of  her  appropriate  influence,  and 
diminish  her  power  of  accomplishment.  None  has  suffered  more 
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from  the  monster  vice  of  intemperance  than  she ;  none  would  be 
more  blessed  than  she  in  the  consummation  of  our  work;  none 
can  labor  more  efficiently  than  she  in  hastening  that  consumma¬ 
tion.  Though  her  sphere  may  seem  narrower  than  that  of  man, 
it  is  not  only  wide  enough  to  task  her  noblest  powers,  but  out  of 
it  go  far-reaching  influences  whose  forces  sway  our  universal 
humanity.  Her  power  resides  in  her  womanhood,  and  is  in¬ 
separable  from  it.  Forgetting  the  latter,  she  divests  herself  of 
the  former;  what  remains,  if  any,  is  an  accident,  rather  than  an 
incident.  Within  the  limits  of  a  divine  order,  she  can  accomplish 
immeasurable  good;  out  of  those  limits,  nothing  of  permanent 
value.  We  desire,  therefore,  not  only  that  she  should  be  a  par¬ 
ticipant  in  our  work  of  reform,  but  that  she  should  so  bestow 
her  influence  as  to  render  it  most  effective.  In  this  desire,  we 
are  confident  that  we  harmonize  with  the  great  body  of  the  tem¬ 
perance  women  of  the  State.  Their  sympathies  are  with  us  in 
our  work;  their  hearty  cooperation  we  hope  ever  to  deserve,  and 

t 

expect  to  enjoy. 

The  signs  of  the  times  are  propitious.  We  need  no  prophet- 
vision  to  see  that  the  dawning  of  a  better  day  is  at  hand.  The 
policy  of  prohibition,  is  to  take  the  place  of  that  of  regulation. 
Maine  enjoys  the  distinguished  honor  of  being  a  pioneer  in  this 
radical  reformation  of  our  laws;  but  State  after  State  will  imitate 
her  example,  till  the  policy  referred  to,  local  at  first,  becomes 
national.  This  is  our  settled  conviction.  Not  to  stimulate 
others  with  hopes  which  we  dare  not  indulge  for  ourselves,  but 
to  excite  them  to  renewed  activity  by  expectations  which  we  con¬ 
fidently  entertain,  do  we  thus  speak.  The  victory  within  our 
reach  is  to  be  attained  only  by  earnest  and  unremitted  effort. 
With  zeal  tempered  by  love  and  enlightened  by  knowledge;  with 
courage  that  turns  back  from  no  difficulty  between  itself  and  the 
possible;  with  a  benevolence  that  finds  its  holiest  joy  in  elevat¬ 
ing  and  blessing  our  depressed  humanity,  let  us  go  forward  in  our 
work,  confident  in  the  strength  of  our  principles;  confident  in  the 
cooperative  providences  of  God  —  assured  of  ultimate  victory; 
and  doubly  assured,  whatever  may  be  the  result  of  our  efforts,  of 
the  blessing  of  the  Lord  Jehovah  upon  all  who  continue  faithful 
unto  the  end. 
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WM.  McELROY,  In  Ac’t  with 

JY.  Y.  STATE  TEMPERANCE  SOCIETY . 


For  Collections  by  Agents ,  inz : 

Wm.  H.  Burleigh, .  $785  11 

Rev.  H.  Gregg, .  211  15 

“  R.  S.  Crampton,  .  309  50 

“  Jos.  Myers,  . . 874  77 

M.  E.  Cross,  . . .  888  14 

4i  A.  Kingsbury, .  78  00 

Individual  Subscriptions, .  101  00 

Amount  received  for  tracts  at  the  office, . 2S7  16 


$3534  83 

Expenditures : 

Expenses  of  office.  Rent,  Furniture,  Fuel,  Postage,  fyc.  $147  09 
For  Printing  Annual  Report,  Tracts,  <§*c.,.  447  65 


For  purchase  of  Tracts, .  264  00 

Paid  Sexton  at  Annual  Meeting, .  2  00 

“  Wm.  C.  Bloss,  for  services, .  50  00 

“  Expenses  of  Agents, .  123  73 

“  Salary  of  Agents,  . 2903  55 


Am’t  due  for  outstanding  claims  against  the  Society,  403  18 

$4341  20 

Wm.  McELROY,  Treasurer . 

'  Rochester,  June  17,  1853. 

We  have  examined  the  vouchers  for  the  above  account,  and  find  the  same 
to  be  correct.  On  behalf  of  Auditing  Committee, 

J.  J.  CHAMBERS, 

Chairman  of  Committee, 


COLLECTIONS  BY  AGENTS. 


By  Rev.  M.  E.  Cross. — New  York  Mills,  L2.91;  Little  Falls,  11.86*, 
Washington  Mills  1.73;  Whitesboro  10.25;  New  Hartford  18.79;  Oriskany 
7.44;  Augusta  3.60:  Oriskany  Falls  7.07;  Remsen  3.92;  Clinton  28.54 ;  Syra¬ 
cuse  79.00;  Otisco  6. 1 5;  Rome  19.54;  Clayville,  7.05;  Sauquoit  5.22:  Ilion 
5.00;  Mohawk  5.87;  Verona  4.87:  Herkimer  8.63;  Frankfort  4.70 ;  Paris  Hill 
5.34;  Vernon  Center  5.00 ;  Vernon  Village  16.17 ;  Sherburne  13.84;  Morris- 
ville9.67;  Marshal6.62;  Marcellus  17.01 ;  Amber  6.25;  Liverpool  4.50 ;  Geddes 
3.50;  Elbridge  14.12;  Jordan  10.30 ;  Camden  10.42;  Fulton  40.00;  Cazenovia 
29.62;  Chittenango  9.40;  Waterloo  20.30;  Rochester  95.94;  Seneca  Falls 
17.00;  Madison  2.00;  Eaton  11.50;  Sullivan  7.00 ;  Watertown  39.00;  Brighton 
13  00;  Lower  Falls  (Rochester)  5.00;  Salina  23.00;  Waterville  11.50;  Geneva 
35.00;  Oswego  62.00;  Utica  90.00. 

By  Rev.  Joseph  Myers. — Princetown,  Rev.  Mr.  Tully  1.88;  Pond  Village 
8.97;  at  School  House  2.12;  Boght  8.12;  Elbridge  8.08;  Buskirk’s  Bridge, 
Cornelius  Lansing,  Life  Member,  10.00;  Nancy  Pruyn,  Life  Member,  10.00; 
other  individuals,  J9,l6;  West  Hoosick  and  Quakerhood  (within  the  same  par¬ 
ish  as  above)  6.75;  Rev.  John  B.  Shaw,  Life  Director;  Jamaica,  L.  I.  Meth. 
Ch.  14.00;  Schenectady,  R.  D.  Ch.  56.50;  East  Sand  Lake  Pres.  ch.  15.31; 
West  Sand  Lake  Lu.  ch.  1.81;  Clifton  Park.  Bap.  ch.  2.32;  S.  H.  Swetland, 
L.  M.,  10  00;  Troy  Meth.  ch.,  State  st.,  6.82;  Keesville  11.50;  Clintonville 
7.18;  Ausable  Forks  5.07;  Peru  2.01:  Plattsburgh  Pres.  ch.  15.73;  Meth.  ch. 
7.12;  Beekmantown,  2.92;  Majone  8.25;  Champlain  Pres.  Ch.  15.36;  Meth. 
ch.  2  ;^9,  fecotia  3.62;  Stillwater  and  Mechanicville  united  cong.  10.00,  Rev. 
Mr.  Barber,  L.M.;  Fort  Ed wrard  Meth.  ch.  5.37;  Bap.  ch.  4.76;  Fort  Miller 
3.12;  Hoosick  Falls  Pres.  ch.  13.83,  Rev  M.  Burrage,  L.  M.;  Hoosick  Cor¬ 
ners  Bap.  Ch.  10.00,  Rev.  Mr.  Arthur  L.  M.;  Lansingburgh  28.00;  Still¬ 
water  Pres.  ch.  7.36;  Meth.  ch.  1.54;  Bap.  ch.  2.36;  Albany  58.00;  Green- 
hush  10.00;  N.  Chatham  Meth  ch.  8.00;  W.  Nassau  Meth.  ch.  8.00;  R.  D. 
ch.  t.63;  E.  Schodac  1.03;  Ballston  Spa  Bap.  ch.  7.00;  Jonesville  Meth.  ch, 
2.12;  Cohoes  12.75;  Crescent  Meth.  ch.  2.05;  Mr.  Swetland  1.00;  Dr.  Bud- 
long  1.00;  Troy,  of  individuals,  141.00;  West  Troy,  Rechabites,  4.00;  of 
individuals,  29.00;  Waterford  Meth.  Ch.  4.25;  Kingston  2nd  R.  D.  Ch.4.04; 
of  individuals,  18.31;  Rondout  Meth.  Ch.  4.88;  W.  B.  Crane  5.12. 

By  Rev.  R.  S.  Crampton. — Poughkeepsie,  Charles  Bartlett,  Esq.,  25.00; 
Dr.  A.  Hall  5.00;  So.  Jewell  (a  balance)  1.00;  Marbletown  (a  balance)  2.00 ; 
Pittsburgh  21.22;  Auburn  50.91 ;  East  Rush  5.52;  West  Fayette  9.00;  Romu¬ 
lus  and  Romulusville  22.33;  Vienna  7.30;  Rochester  17.94;  Penn  Yan  41.1  1; 
Branchport  8.62;  Potter  Center  10.32;  Bellona  1.31  ;  Rock  Stream  3.00;  Dres¬ 
den  6.00:  Batavia,  Hon.  P.  L.  Tracy,  10.00;  Bath  20.00;  Hammondsport 
1.92;  Oneida  Depot  30.00. 

By  Rev.  Hiram  Gregg. — Riga  Center  11.47;  Churchville  11.47;  Pres.  Ch. 
Salina  9.00;  Schoharie  C.  H.  21.45;  Middlebury  8.04;  Brackabeen  3.09; 
Hunter’s  Land  1.50;  Holland  Patent  25.6  L ;  New  York  Mills  12.00;  Fulton 
69.71;  Oswego  1.37;  Middleport  4.47 ;  Cash  1.97;  Col.  Hermon  Camp  30.00. 

By  Wm.  H.  Burleigh. — For  An.  Membership,  June  1852  (certificate  given 
but  name  lost)  10.00;  Albion,  Pres.  Ch.  21.73;  Bap.  Ch.  12.19;  Holley  Pres. 
Ch.  13.00;  Medina  4.72;  Charlotte  23.42;  Watertown  (a  balance)  4.00; 
Geneva,  Rev.  M.  P.  Squires,  G.  C.  Seelye,  G.  C.  P.  Teall,  H.  H.  Seelye 
5.00  each;  J.  Wilcox  1.00,  subscription  of  1851-2;  Byron,  19.34,  Bergen 
3.60;  LeRoy  17.35;  Rochester  60.00 ;  Lockport  51.72;  Bethlehem  20.00 ;  C. 
A.  Wheaton  25;  Otis  Allen  40;  Daniel  Walrath  5;  Jno.  C.  Ward  10;  Cash 
14.07;  Hon.  Israel  Spencer,  T.  S.  Truair,  O.  Scoville,  Rev.  Dr.  Mandeville, 
Rev.  P.  H.  Fowler,  Peter  Osterhout,  Sr..  G.  C.  Treadwell,  Gaylor  Sheldon, 
Boardman  <§•  Gray,  Hon.  F.  R.  E  .  Cornell,  cash  5.00  each;  D.  McCarthy 
3.00;  J.  C.  Crocker  2.00;  Hermon  Camp  70.00 ;  Jesse  Ketchurn  50 ;  Hon.  M. 
H.  Clark  5;  Hon.  J.  B.  Williams  20;  S.  B.  Woolworth  3:  A.  L.  Griffin  1.00. 
C.  P.  Williams  10.00;  B.  R.  Wood  35;  Thomas  W.  Olcott20;  Jno.  F.  Rath- 
bone  20.00;  E.  Cowles  2.00;  Cash  50;  J.  P.  Brayton  3.00 ;  Cash  3.00;  John 
Winne  3.00;  Cash  1.00. 

By  Rev.  A.  Kingsbury. — Forestville,  23.00,  for  Annual  Memberahipfl; 
Stockton  28.00,  for  An.  Mem;  Cassadaga  27.00,  for  An.  Mem. 


TRACTS. 


FIVE  HUNDRED  TRACTS  FOR  ONE  DOLLAR?! 


The  Ex.  Com.  of  the  N.  Y.  State  Temperance  Society  have 
just  stereotyped  a  number  of  tracts  adapted  to  the  times,  and 
solicit  orders  for  the  same.  Five  Hundred  Tracts  (four  pages 
each)  will  be  sent,  by  mail,  to  any  portion  of  the  United  States, 
this  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  'postage  paid,  for  ONE  DOL¬ 
LAR!  Larger  Tracts  in  the  same  proportion.  Orders  solicited. 
Let  every  Temperance  Society,  Clergyman,  and  Sabbath  School 
Union  in  the  State  send  for  a  package  of  Tracts.  Address  Wm. 
H.  Burleigh,  Corresponding  Secretary,  No.  8  Exchange  Building 
Albany. 

The  following  varieties  are  already  issued;  and  it  is  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  Committee  to  add  others,  from  time  to  time,  as  the 
demands  of  the  cause  may  require,  and  the  means  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Committee  may  admit; 


Regulation — Prohibition 
Look  to  your  Taxes 
Law,  A  Moral  Force,  &c.  - 

The  Freeman’s  Weapon 
The  Widow’s  Appeal  .... 
The  Desirableness  and  Effectiveness  of 
the  Maine  Law  .... 
Shall  we  have  the  Maine  Law  ? 
Temperance  and  Politics 
Rum  and  Death  .... 
Who  is  Responsible  ?  - 

The  Liquor  Traffic — What  is  it? 


8  pages. 
4  “ 

16  “ 

4  “ 

4  “ 

8  “ 

4  “ 

4  “ 

4  “ 

4  " 

4  “ 


Four  page  tracts,  15  cts.  a  hundred — $1*50  a  thousand,  deliv¬ 
ered  at  the  office ;  20  cts.  a  hundred — $2*00  a  thousand,  sent  by 
mail,  post  paid.  Larger  tracts  in  the  same  proportion. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  N.  Y.  S.  TEMPERANCE  SOCIETY 


Article  I.  The  Objects  of  this  Society.  —  1.  To  put  an  end  to  intemperance 
in  this  State.  2.  To  secure  as  soon  as  possible,  by  just  and  lawful  means, 
the  enactment ,  and  in  due  time,  the  full  execution  of  such  laws  as  will  remove 
these  evils  from  the  community,  and  effectually  prevent  their  return. 

Article  II.  The  means  proposed  to  pain  these  objects  are , 

1.  The  judicious  enforcement  of  existing  laws. 

?.  The  persevering  presentation  of  Memorials  to  the  Legislature,  for  such 
protection  from  the  evils  of  intemperance  as  a  lree  people  have  a  right  to  de¬ 
mand  from  their  public  guardians. 

3.  The  employment  of  Moral  Influences  with  all  political  parties  to  induce 
them  to  select  such  candidates  for  civil  offices  as  will  grant  the  prayer  of  these 
Memorials. 

4.  The  enlightening  of  the  Public  Mind  by  addresses  and  discussions,  and 
the  free  circulation  of  such  publications  as  will  manifest  the  truth  in  relation 
to  all  parts  of  this  great  subject. 

5.  Systematic  and  untiring  efforts  among  the  children  and  youth,  so  to  in¬ 
fluence  them  in  early  life,  and  so  to  instruct  them  as  to  the  nature,  necessity 
and  good  results  of  the  Temperance  Reformation,  that  they  will  be  prepared 
in  future  life  to  be  its  intelligent  and  efficient  friends. 

Article  III.  This  Society  shall  be  composed  of  Delegates  from  any  Tem¬ 
perance  Society  in  this  State,  and  of  any  other  persons  who  have  signed  the 
Total  Abstinence  Pledge,  and  shall  pay  into  the  Treasury  one  dollar  annually. 
Ten  dollars  paid  at  once  shali  constitute  any  person  a  Life  Member;  twenty- 
five  dollars  paid  at  once  shall  constitute  any  person  in  whose  name  it  is  paid  a 
Life  Director. 

Article  IV.  The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  President,  five  Vice 
Presidents,  a  Treasurer,  a  Corresponding  and  a  Recording  Secretary,  and  an 
Executive  Committee  of  nine  persons;  the  President  and  Secretaries  shall  also, 
ex-officiis,  be  members  of  the  Executive  Committee;  any  four  members  of 
which  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

The  Secretaries  shall  be  appointed  and  removable  by  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  the  Corresponding  Secretary  shall,  under  their  direction,  employ 
his  whole  time  in  cooperating  with  them,  corresponding  and  traveling  over 
the  State,  holding  conventions,  spreading  intelligence,  eliciting  opinions  from 
the  friends  of  the  cause,  concentrating  public  sentiment,  gathering  the  results 
of  measures  adopted,  raising  funds,  £c.,  6fC.  All  moneys  collected  by  him 
and  other  agents  shall  be  accounted  for  once  a  month,  and  paid  over  with  all 
due  diligence,  or  at  least  once  in  three  months,  to  the  Treasurer. 

Article  V.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  power  to  appoint  one 
Director  in  each  county  of  the  State,  to  fill  any  vacancies  that  may  occur  in 
their  own  body  between  the  annual  meetings,  to  appoint  agents  and  direct 
them  in  their  labors,  and  they  shall  dispose  of  the  funds  for  the  advancement  of 
the  Temperance  cause  in  this  State. 

Article  VI.  The  Annual  Meeting  of  this  Society  shall  be  held  on  Thurs¬ 
day  succeeding  the  third  Wednesday  in  June,  at  such  place  as  may  be  desig¬ 
nated  by  theExecutive  Committee.  A  Semi-Annual  Meeting  shall  also  be 
held  in  Albany  on  the  4th  Tuesday  of  January  in  each  year. 

Article  VII.  This  Constitution  may  be  amended  at  any  annual  meeting. 


